
Fifteenth Sunday after Pentecost 

September 9, 2023 
 

605 Father Welcomes 
ref Father welcomes all His children 

    To His fam’ly through His Son. 

Father giving His salvation, 

    Life forever has been won. 

 

1 Little children, come to Me, 

For My kingdom is of these. 

Life and love I have to give, 

Mercy for your sin. Refrain 

 

2 In the water, in the Word, 

In His promise, be assured: 

Those who are baptized and believe 

Shall be born again. Refrain 

 

3 Let us daily die to sin; 

Let us daily rise with Him, 

Walk in the love of Christ our Lord, 

Live in the peace of God. Refrain 
Text: Robin Mann, 1949 

Text: © 1986 Kevin Mayhew Ltd. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002020 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our sins 

unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ 

to grant us forgiveness. 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 

C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 

P O almighty God, merciful Father, 

C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 92:1–4; antiphon: v. 5 
How great are your works, O LORD! 

 Your thoughts are very deep! 

It is good to give thanks to the LORD, 

 to sing praises to your name, O Most High; 

to declare your steadfast love in the morning, 

 and your faithfulness by night, 

to the music of the lute and the harp, 

 to the melody of the lyre. 

For you, O LORD, have made me glad by your work; 

 at the works of your hands I sing for joy. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

How great are your works, O LORD! 

 Your thoughts are very deep! 

 

Kyrie  
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 

Gloria in Excelsis  
P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

O God, from whom all good proceeds, grant to us, Your humble servants, 

Your holy inspiration, that we may set our minds on the things that are right 

and, by Your merciful guiding, accomplish them; through Jesus Christ, 

Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Ezekiel 33:7–9 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 
Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

 for those who fear him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 

Epistle Reading Romans 13:1–10 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia  
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Reading Matthew 18:1–20 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eighteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 

Apostles’ Creed 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 

Children's Message 
 

864 Shepherd of Tender Youth 
1 Shepherd of tender youth, 

Guiding in love and truth 

    Through devious ways; 

Christ, our triumphant king, 

We come Your name to sing 

And here our children bring 

    To join Your praise. 

 

2 You are the holy Lord, 

O all-subduing Word, 

    Healer of strife. 

Yourself You did abase 

That from sin’s deep disgrace 

You so might save our race 

    And give us life. 

 

3 You are the great High Priest; 

You have prepared the feast 

    Of holy love; 

And in our mortal pain 

None calls on You in vain; 

Our plea do not disdain; 

    Help from above. 

 

4 O ever be our guide, 

Our shepherd, and our pride, 

    Our staff and song. 

Jesus, O Christ of God, 

By Your enduring Word 



Lead us where You have trod; 

    Make our faith strong. 

 

5 So now, and till we die, 

Sound we Your praises high 

    And joyful sing: 

Infants and all the throng, 

Who to the Church belong, 

Unite to swell the song 

    To Christ, our king! 
Text: attr. Clement of Alexandria, c. 170–c. 220; tr. Henry M. Dexter, 1821–90, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon “Like Them” Matthew 18:1-20 
 

Offertory  
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy Spirit 

from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with Thy free 

spirit. Amen. 

 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 

P …Lord, in your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer. 

P …through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

 C   Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer  
 Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who 

trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever 

and ever. Amen. 

 

 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

 

Benedicamus  
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

725 Children of the Heavenly Father 
1 Children of the heav’nly Father 

Safely in His bosom gather; 

Nestling bird nor star in heaven 

Such a refuge e’er was given. 

 

2 God His own doth tend and nourish; 

In His holy courts they flourish. 

From all evil things He spares them; 

In His mighty arms He bears them. 

 

3 Neither life nor death shall ever 

From the Lord His children sever; 

Unto them His grace He showeth, 

And their sorrows all He knoweth. 

 

4 Though He giveth or He taketh, 

God His children ne’er forsaketh; 

His the loving purpose solely 

To preserve them pure and holy. 
Text: Carolina Sandell Berg, 1832–1903; tr. Ernst W. Olson, 1870–1958 
Text: Public domain 
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