
Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost 

August 13, 2023 
 

979 God, Whose Almighty Word 
1 God, whose almighty word 

Chaos and darkness heard 

    And took their flight: 

Hear us, we humbly pray, 

And where the Gospel day 

Sheds not its glorious ray, 

    Let there be light! 

2 Lord, who once came to bring, 

On Your redeeming wing, 

    Healing and sight, 

Health to the sick in mind, 

Sight to the inly blind: 

Oh, now to humankind 

    Let there be light! 

3 Spirit of truth and love, 

Life-giving, holy dove, 

    Speed forth Your flight; 

Move on the water’s face, 

Bearing the lamp of grace, 

And in earth’s darkest place 

    Let there be light! 

D 4 Holy and blessèd Three, 

Glorious Trinity, 

    Wisdom, love, might! 

Boundless as ocean’s tide, 

Rolling in fullest pride, 

Through the earth, far and wide, 

    Let there be light! 
Text: John Marriott, 1780–1825 
Text: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P Dearly beloved, Christ our Lord says in the last chapter of Matthew, “All 

authority in heaven and on earth has been given to Me. Therefore go and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and 

of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” In the last chapter of Mark our Lord 

promises, “Whoever believes and is baptized will be saved.” And the 

apostle Peter has written, “Baptism now saves you.” 

The Word of God also teaches that we are all conceived and born sinful and 

are under the power of the devil until Christ claims us as His own. We 

would be lost forever unless delivered from sin, death, and everlasting 

condemnation. But the Father of all mercy and grace has sent His Son Jesus 

Christ, who atoned for the sin of the whole world, that whoever believes in 

Him should not perish but have eternal life. 

P How are you named? 

R [Name] 

P [Name], receive the sign of the holy cross both upon your T forehead and 

upon your T heart to mark you as one redeemed by Christ the crucified. 

 Let us pray. 

Almighty and eternal God, according to Your strict judgment You 

condemned the unbelieving world through the flood, yet according to Your 

great mercy You preserved believing Noah and his family, eight souls in 

all. You drowned hard-hearted Pharaoh and all his host in the Red Sea, yet 

led Your people Israel through the water on dry ground, foreshadowing this 

washing of Your Holy Baptism. Through the Baptism in the Jordan of Your 

beloved Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, You sanctified and instituted all waters 

to be a blessed flood and a lavish washing away of sin. 

We pray that You would behold [name(s)] according to Your boundless 

mercy and bless [him/her/them] with true faith by the Holy Spirit, that 

through this saving flood all sin in [him/her/them], which has been 

inherited from Adam and which [he himself / she herself / they themselves] 

[has/have] committed since, would be drowned and die. Grant that 

[he/she/they] be kept safe and secure in the holy ark of the Christian 

Church, being separated from the multitude of unbelievers and serving 

Your name at all times with a fervent spirit and a joyful hope, so that, with 

all believers in Your promise, [he/she/they] would be declared worthy of 

eternal life; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

P From ancient times the Church has observed the custom of appointing 

sponsors for baptismal candidates and catechumens. In the Evangelical 

Lutheran Church sponsors are to confess the faith expressed in the 

Apostles’ Creed and taught in the Small Catechism. They are, whenever 

possible, to witness the Baptism of those they sponsor. They are to pray for 

them, support them in their ongoing instruction and nurture in the Christian 

faith, and encourage them toward the faithful reception of the Lord’s 

Supper. They are at all times to be examples to them of the holy life of faith 

in Christ and love for the neighbor. 

P Is it your intention to serve [name of candidate(s)] as sponsors in the 

Christian faith? 

R Yes, with the help of God. 

P God enable you both to will and to do this faithful and loving work and 

with His grace fulfill what we are unable to do. 



C Amen. 

P Hear the Holy Gospel according to St. Mark. 

 They brought young children to [Jesus] that He might touch them; but the 

disciples rebuked those who brought them. But when Jesus saw it, He was 

greatly displeased and said to them, “Let the little children come to Me, and 

do not forbid them; for of such is the kingdom of God. Assuredly, I say to 

you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God as a little child will by 

no means enter it.” And He took them up in His arms, put His hands on 

them, and blessed them. 

P This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

 For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

P The Lord preserve your coming in and your going out from this time forth 

and even T forevermore. 

C Amen. 

P [Name(s)], do you renounce the devil? 

R Yes, I renounce him. 

P Do you renounce all his works? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you renounce all his ways? 

R Yes, I renounce them. 

P Do you believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth? 

R Yes, I believe. 

P Do you believe in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died and was buried; He descended into hell; the third day 

He rose again from the dead; He ascended into heaven and sits at the right 

hand of God the Father Almighty; from thence He will come to judge the 

living and the dead? 

R Yes, I believe. 

P Do you believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the 

communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting? 

R Yes, I believe. 

P [Name], do you desire to be baptized? 

R Yes, I do. 

P [Name], I baptize you in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P The almighty God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has given you 

the new birth of water and of the Spirit and has forgiven you all your sins, 

strengthen you with His grace to life T everlasting. 

C Amen. 

P Receive this white garment to show that you have been clothed with the 

robe of Christ’s righteousness that covers all your sin. So shall you stand 

without fear before the judgment seat of Christ to receive the inheritance 

prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

 Receive this burning light to show that you have received Christ who is 

the Light of the world. Live always in the light of Christ, and be ever 

watchful for His coming, that you may meet Him with joy and enter with 

Him into the marriage feast of the Lamb in His kingdom, which shall have 

no end. 

A In Holy Baptism God the Father has made you [a member / members] of 

His Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / heirs] with us of all the 

treasures of heaven in the one holy Christian and apostolic Church. We 

receive you in Jesus’ name as our [brother(s)/sister(s)] in Christ, that 

together we might hear His Word, receive His gifts, and proclaim the 

praises of Him who called us out of darkness into His marvelous light. 

C Amen. We welcome you in the name of the Lord. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God and Father, we thank and praise You that 

You graciously preserve and enlarge Your family and have granted 

[name(s)] the new birth in Holy Baptism and made [him/her/them] [a 
member / members] of Your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, and [an heir / 

heirs] of Your heavenly kingdom. We humbly implore You that, as 
[he/she/they] [has/have] now become Your [child/children], You would 

keep [him/her/them] in [his/her/their] baptismal grace, that according to 

Your good pleasure [he/she/they] may faithfully grow to lead a godly life 

to the praise and honor of Your holy name and finally, with all Your saints, 

obtain the promised inheritance in heaven; through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 



C Amen. 

P Peace T be with you. 

C Amen. 

 
Introit Psalm 34:4–8; antiphon: v. 1 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 

 his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

I sought the LORD, and he answered me 

 and delivered me from all my fears. 

Those who look to him are radiant, 

 and their faces shall never be ashamed. 

This poor man cried, and the LORD heard him 

 and saved him out of all his troubles. 

The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear him, 

 and delivers them. 

Oh, taste and see that the LORD is good! 

 Blessèd is the man who takes refuge in him! 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

I will bless the LORD at all times; 

 his praise shall continually be in my mouth. 

 

Kyrie   
C Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Christ, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 

 
Gloria in Excelsis  
P Glory be to God on high: 

C and on earth peace, goodwill toward men. 

We praise Thee, we bless Thee, we worship Thee, 

we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for Thy great glory. 

O Lord God, heav’nly King, God the Father Almighty. 

O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ; 

O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, 

that takest away the sin of the world, have mercy upon us. 

Thou that takest away the sin of the world, receive our prayer. 

Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father, have mercy upon 

us. 

For Thou only art holy; Thou only art the Lord. 

Thou only, O Christ, with the Holy Ghost, 

art most high in the glory of God the Father. Amen. 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And with thy spirit. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and most merciful God, preserve us from all harm and danger 

that we, being ready in both body and soul, may cheerfully accomplish 

what You want done; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Job 38:4–18 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Psalm 34:9, 19, alt. 
Fear the LORD, you his saints, 

 for those who fear him lack nothing! 

Many are the afflictions of the righteous, 

 but the LORD delivers him out of them all. 

 

Epistle Reading Romans 10:5–17 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia  
C Alleluia. Alleluia. Alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Reading Matthew 14:22–33 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the fourteenth chapter. 

C Glory be to Thee, O Lord. 

   

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise be to Thee, O Christ. 

 
Children's Message 

 

555 Salvation unto Us Has Come sts. 1–2, 5–7 
1 Salvation unto us has come 

    By God’s free grace and favor; 

Good works cannot avert our doom, 

    They help and save us never. 

Faith looks to Jesus Christ alone, 



Who did for all the world atone; 

    He is our one Redeemer. 

2 What God did in His Law demand 

    And none to Him could render 

Caused wrath and woe on ev’ry hand 

    For man, the vile offender. 

Our flesh has not those pure desires 

The spirit of the Law requires, 

    And lost is our condition. 

5 Yet as the Law must be fulfilled 

    Or we must die despairing, 

Christ came and has God’s anger stilled, 

    Our human nature sharing. 

He has for us the Law obeyed 

And thus the Father’s vengeance stayed 

    Which over us impended. 

6 Since Christ has full atonement made 

    And brought to us salvation, 

Each Christian therefore may be glad 

    And build on this foundation. 

Your grace alone, dear Lord, I plead, 

Your death is now my life indeed, 

   For You have paid my ransom. 

7 Let me not doubt, but truly see 

    Your Word cannot be broken; 

Your call rings out, “Come unto Me!” 

    No falsehood have You spoken. 

Baptized into Your precious name, 

My faith cannot be put to shame, 

    And I shall never perish. 
Text: Paul Speratus, 1484–1551; tr. The Lutheran Hymnal, 1941, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon: “Walking on Water: Matthew 14:22-33 
 

Offertory  
C Create in me a clean heart, O God, and renew a right spirit 

within me. 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, and take not Thy Holy 

Spirit from me. 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation, and uphold me with 

Thy free spirit. Amen. 

 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P …Lord, in your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer. 

P …through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

  C  Amen. 

 

Benedicamus  
A Bless we the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction  
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 

The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace. 

C Amen, amen, amen. 

 

722 Lord, Take My Hand and Lead Me 
1 Lord, take my hand and lead me 

    Upon life’s way; 

Direct, protect, and feed me 

    From day to day. 

Without Your grace and favor 

    I go astray; 

So take my hand, O Savior, 

    And lead the way. 

2 Lord, when the tempest rages, 

    I need not fear, 

For You, the Rock of Ages, 

    Are always near. 

Close by Your side abiding, 

    I fear no foe, 

For when Your hand is guiding, 

    In peace I go. 

3 Lord, when the shadows lengthen 

    And night has come, 

I know that You will strengthen 

    My steps toward home. 

Then nothing can impede me, 

    O blessèd Friend; 

So take my hand and lead me 

    Unto the end. 
Text: Julie von Hausmann, 1825–1901; tr. Lutheran Book of Worship, 1978, alt. 
Text: © 1978 Lutheran Book of Worship. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002020 

Acknowledgments 
Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book 

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News 

Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 

Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2023 Concordia Publishing House. 


