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802 Immortal, Invisible, God Only Wise 
1 Immortal, invisible, 

    God only wise, 

In light inaccessible 

    hid from our eyes, 

Most blessèd, most glorious, 

    the Ancient of Days, 

Almighty, victorious, 

    Thy great name we praise. 

 

2 Unresting, unhasting, 

    and silent as light, 

Nor wanting, nor wasting, 

    Thou rulest in might; 

Thy justice like mountains 

    high soaring above 

Thy clouds which are fountains 

    of goodness and love. 

 

3 To all life Thou givest— 

    to both great and small— 

In all life Thou livest, 

    the true Life of all; 

We blossom and flourish 

    as leaves on the tree 

And wither and perish— 

    but naught changes Thee. 

 

4 Great Father of glory, 

    pure Father of light, 

Thine angels adore Thee, 

    all veiling their sight; 

All laud we would render: 

    O help us to see 

’Tis only the splendor 

    of light that hides Thee. 
Text: W. Chalmers Smith, 1824–1908, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 

C who made heaven and earth. 

P If You, O Lord, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand? 

C But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared. 

P Since we are gathered to hear God’s Word, call upon Him in prayer 

and praise, and receive the body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ 

in the fellowship of this altar, let us first consider our unworthiness 

and confess before God and one another that we have sinned in 

thought, word, and deed, and that we cannot free ourselves from 

our sinful condition. Together as His people let us take refuge in 

the infinite mercy of God, our heavenly Father, seeking His grace 

for the sake of Christ, and saying: God, be merciful to me, a sinner. 

C Almighty God, have mercy upon us, forgive us our sins, and 

lead us to everlasting life. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and 

for His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained 

servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all 

your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the 

Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

 

Introit Psalm 16:8–11; antiphon: Liturgical Text 
Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 

I have set the LORD always before me; 

 because he is at my right hand, I shall not be shaken. 

Therefore my heart is glad, and my whole being rejoices; 

 my flesh also dwells secure. 

For you will not abandon my soul to Sheol, 

 or let your holy one see corruption. 

You make known to me the path of life; 

 in your presence there is fullness of joy; at your right hand are 

pleasures forevermore. 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son 

 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 

 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Blessèd be the Holy Trinity and the undivided Unity. 

 Let us give glory to him because he has shown his mercy to us. 

 

Kyrie  
C Lord, have mercy; 

Christ, have mercy; 

Lord, have mercy. 



 

Gloria in Excelsis  
C 1 To God on high be glory 

    And peace to all the earth; 

    Goodwill from God in heaven 

    Proclaimed at Jesus’ birth! 

    We praise and bless You, Father; 

    Your holy name, we sing— 

    Our thanks for Your great glory, 

    Lord God, our heav’nly King. 

  

2 To You, O sole-begotten, 

    The Father’s Son, we pray; 

    O Lamb of God, our Savior, 

    You take our sins away. 

    Have mercy on us, Jesus; 

    Receive our heartfelt cry, 

    Where You in pow’r are seated 

    At God’s right hand on high— 

  

3 For You alone are holy; 

    You only are the Lord. 

    Forever and forever, 

    Be worshiped and adored; 

    You with the Holy Spirit 

    Alone are Lord Most High, 

    In God the Father’s glory. 

    “Amen!” our glad reply. 
Text: Stephen P. Starke 

 

Salutation and Collect of the Day 
P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 

Almighty and everlasting God, You have given us grace to 

acknowledge the glory of the eternal Trinity by the confession of a 

true faith and to worship the Unity in the power of the Divine 

Majesty. Keep us steadfast in this faith and defend us from all 

adversities; for You, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, live and reign, 

one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

 

Old Testament Reading Proverbs 8:1–4, 22–31 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Gradual Romans 10:8b, 10 
The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart, 

 the word of faith that we proclaim. 

For with the heart one believes and is justified, 

 and with the mouth one confesses and is saved. 

 

Second Reading Acts 2:14a, 22–36 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Alleluia and Verse 
 

C Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 These things are written that you may believe that Jesus is the 

Christ, the Son of God. 

 Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia. 

 

Holy Gospel Reading John 8:48–59 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the eighth chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 

  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 
 
Athanasian Creed (Responsively) 
C Whoever desires to be saved must, above all, hold the catholic faith. 

Whoever does not keep it whole and undefiled will without doubt 

perish eternally. 

And the catholic faith is this, 

that we worship one God in Trinity and Trinity in Unity, neither 

confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. 

For the Father is one person, the Son is another, and the Holy Spirit is 

another. 

But the Godhead of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit is 

one: the glory equal, the majesty coeternal. 

Such as the Father is, such is the Son, and such is the Holy Spirit: 

the Father uncreated, the Son uncreated, the Holy Spirit uncreated; 

the Father infinite, the Son infinite, the Holy Spirit infinite; 

the Father eternal, the Son eternal, the Holy Spirit eternal. 



And yet there are not three Eternals, but one Eternal, 

just as there are not three Uncreated or three Infinites, but one 

Uncreated and one Infinite. 

In the same way, the Father is almighty, the Son almighty, the Holy 

Spirit almighty; 

and yet there are not three Almighties, but one Almighty. 

So the Father is God, the Son is God, the Holy Spirit is God; 

and yet there are not three Gods, but one God. 

So the Father is Lord, the Son is Lord, the Holy Spirit is Lord; 

and yet there are not three Lords, but one Lord. 

Just as we are compelled by the Christian truth to acknowledge each 

distinct person as God and Lord, so also are we prohibited by the 

catholic religion to say that there are three Gods or Lords. 

The Father is not made nor created nor begotten by anyone. 

The Son is neither made nor created, but begotten of the Father alone. 

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made nor 

created nor begotten, but proceeding. 

Thus, there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three Sons; 

one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

And in this Trinity none is before or after another; none is greater or 

less than another; 

but the whole three persons are coeternal with each other and coequal, 

so that in all things, as has been stated above, the Trinity in Unity and 

Unity in Trinity is to be worshiped. 

Therefore, whoever desires to be saved must think thus about the 

Trinity. 

But it is also necessary for everlasting salvation that one faithfully 

believe the incarnation of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Therefore, it is the right faith that we believe and confess that our Lord 

Jesus Christ, the Son of God, is at the same time both God and man. 

He is God, begotten from the substance of the Father before all ages; 

and He is man, born from the substance of His mother in this age: 

perfect God and perfect man, composed of a rational soul and human 

flesh; 

equal to the Father with respect to His divinity, less than the Father 

with respect to His humanity. 

Although He is God and man, He is not two, but one Christ: 

one, however, not by the conversion of the divinity into flesh, but by 

the assumption of the humanity into God; 

one altogether, not by confusion of substance, but by unity of person. 

For as the rational soul and flesh is one man, so God and man is one 

Christ, 

who suffered for our salvation, descended into hell, rose again the third 

day from the dead, 

ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

God Almighty, from whence He will come to judge the living and the 

dead. 

At His coming all people will rise again with their bodies and give an 

account concerning their own deeds. 

And those who have done good will enter into eternal life, and those 

who have done evil into eternal fire. 

This is the catholic faith; whoever does not believe it faithfully and 

firmly cannot be saved. 

 

810 O God of God, O Light of Light 
1 O God of God, O Light of Light, 

    O Prince of Peace and King of kings: 

To you in heaven’s glory bright 

    The song of praise forever rings. 

To Him who sits upon the throne, 

    The Lamb once slain but raised again, 

Be all the glory He has won, 

    All thanks and praise! Amen, amen. 

 

2 For deep in prophets’ sacred page, 

    And grand in poets’ wingèd word, 

Slowly in type, from age to age 

    The nations saw their coming Lord; 

Till through the deep Judean night 

    Rang out the song, “Goodwill to men!” 

Sung once by firstborn sons of light, 

    It echoes now, “Goodwill!” Amen. 

 

3 That life of truth, those deeds of love, 

    That death so steeped in hate and scorn— 

These all are past, and now above 

    He reigns, our King once crowned with thorn. 

Lift up your heads, O mighty gates! 

    So sang that host beyond our ken. 

Lift up your heads, your King awaits. 

    We lift them up. Amen, amen. 

 

4 Then raise to Christ a mighty song, 

    And shout His name, His mercies tell! 

Sing, heav’nly host, your praise prolong, 

    And all on earth, your anthem swell! 

All hail, O Lamb for sinners slain! 

    Forever let the song ascend! 



Worthy the Lamb, enthroned to reign, 

    All glory, pow’r! Amen, amen. 
Text: John Julian, 1839–1913, alt. 
Text: Public domain 

 

Sermon “Knowing Him” John 8:48-59 
 

Offering 
 

Prayer of the Church 
P …Lord, in your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer. 

P …through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

   C  Amen. 
 

Lord’s Prayer 
C Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 

For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever. Amen. 

 

Benedicamus  
A Let us bless the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 

Benediction 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 

 

507 Holy, Holy, Holy sts. 1–4 
1 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

    Early in the morning our song shall rise to Thee; 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

    God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 

 

2 Holy, holy, holy! All the saints adore Thee, 

    Casting down their golden crowns around the glassy sea; 

Cherubim and seraphim falling down before Thee, 

    Which wert and art and evermore shalt be. 

 

3 Holy, holy, holy! Though the darkness hide Thee, 

    Though the eye of sinful man Thy glory may not see, 

Only Thou art holy; there is none beside Thee, 

    Perfect in pow’r, in love, and purity. 

 

4 Holy, holy, holy! Lord God Almighty! 

    All Thy works shall praise Thy name in earth and sky and 

sea. 

Holy, holy, holy, merciful and mighty! 

    God in three persons, blessèd Trinity! 
Text: Reginald Heber, 1783–1826 
Text: Public domain 
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