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Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 As we enter the month of January not only 
do we begin a new year, but we also begin a new 
season of the church year. January 6 is officially 
the celebration of Epiphany and marks the 
beginning of the season of Epiphany.  
 I have always found the timing of this 
season to be quite interesting. Epiphany is a 
season of celebrating the light of Christ shining in 
His sin darkened world. In fact, epiphany 
essentially means to shine on. It fits very nicely 
with the phrasing of John 1,  

“The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness has not overcome it.” - John 1:5 

What I find interesting about this timing is that not 
too long ago, we had the winter solstice. The 
days have been ending sooner lately everything 
has seemed just a little bit darker. And in the 
midst of this time of darkness, we are reminded of 
the light. I find this to be especially fitting as they 
days are beginning to lengthen now and things 
are getting just a little bit lighter.  
 And so in the midst of a darker time of the 
year, we remember Christ, the light of the world 
who shines in the darkness and the darkness 
itself cannot overcome. And this is the whole 
theme of the season of Epiphany. We start by 
remembering how God sent a star to shine in the 
dark night sky to point the way for the wise men 
to the one born king of the Jews. How fitting it is 
that a new light appears in the dark skies over 
Bethlehem to show the wise men the way to the 
one who truly is the light of the world.  
 And the season of epiphany continues in 
this way. As Christ is revealed to the world, the 
light gets brighter. The first Sunday of Epiphany 
remembers Jesus baptism in the Jordan River as 
John the Baptist baptizes him, the Holy Spirit 
descends on him like a dove, and the voice of the 
Father proclaims him to be His beloved Son.  
 
 
 
 
 

 
 And throughout this season we see as 
Jesus shines his light for all to see. He teaches, 
he performs many miracles, he heals the sick, 
casts out demons, raises the dead, feeds 
thousands, calms storms, and the list goes on 
and on. All this to show that Jesus is the light no 
darkness can overcome.  
 And then we hear as Christ tells us in 
Matthew 5,  

“You are the light of the world. A city set on a 
hill cannot be hidden. Nor do people light a 
lamp and put it under a basket, but on a stand, 
and it gives light to all in the house.” Matt. 
5:14-15 

You are the light. You have been filled with the 
light of Christ and now you are sent forth to shine 
that light for all to see. So spread His light. Share 
his good news. Tell others of the good things 
Christ has done for us all. Recall the old 
children’s song, “This Little Light of Mine” where 
we are called to “let it shine, all the time.” For this 
is exactly what our savior tells us in Matthew 5,  

“In the same way, let your light shine before 
others, so that they may see your good works 
and give glory to your Father who is in 
heaven.” - Matt. 5:16 

So may He shine through you throughout this 
new year.  
In Christ, 
Pastor Nathan Peitsch 
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INVITATION FROM PASTOR AND FAMILY 

We invite you to join us at the parsonage for a 

Christmas / Epiphany open house on Sunday, 

January 11 between the hours of 1pm and 3pm. 

Light refreshments will be served. We would love 

to have you join us as we share in celebrating our 

savior together! 
 

ANNUAL MEETINGS 

 On Tuesday, January 13th the Elder’s Meeting will 

meet at 5:30 p.m., Church Council will meet at 7 

p.m.  

On January 18th, there will be a Voters Meeting 

after church in the fellowship hall.  Main agenda 

items will be the year end reports and the election 

of officers. 

 

NEW OFFICERS 

The newly elected officers will be installed on 

Sunday, January 25th during the Divine service.  

 

GIVING TREE 

 

 

Thank you to 

everyone that 

donated to  

the Giving Tree.  All 

items collected will 

be donated to the 

local schools.  

 

 

 

 

LCW  

The LCW meetings is Thursday, January 8th at 5:30 

pm. in the LYF room.  

 

 
 

 

LYF  

LYF meeting will be January 18th after the service.  

   

LYF BIBLE STUDY 

LYF Bible Study is Sunday, January 18th from 6:30-

8:00 pm in the LYF room. We’ll be diving deep 

into God’s Word, so make sure to bring a Bible if 

you have one. If you don’t or forget, we have 

some on hand for you to use. Bring a snack to 

share! Inviting friends is encouraged, even if they 

can only come once.  

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

No Sunday School on January 4th. Sunday School 

will start back up January 11th.  

 

SUPPORT OUR CATECHISM FAMILIES 

We need volunteers to provide a simple meal 

every Wednesday for our 10 Catechism students 

from 5:30-6:00 pm. Sign-up sheet is on the back 

table. This will be for the months of January & 

February. 

 

ALTAR GUILD & ALTAR FLOWERS 

We are looking for volunteers to help with altar 

guild and altar flowers. If you would like more 

information on what you do for either committee 

or if you would like to serve, please talk to 

Deanna. 

 

JANUARY HELPERS 

Elder: Steve Gust 

Ushers: Gary Goslar, John Thies, Landon Meseck 

Altar: Elaine Vogt 

Altar Flowers: Terri Mohr 

Finance:  

Sunday, Jan. 4: Tammy Bramley 

Sunday, Jan. 11: Judy & Gary Pohlman 

Sunday, Jan. 18: John & Harvey Thies 

Sunday, Jan. 25: Judy & Gary Pohlman 

Acolytes: 

Sunday, Jan. 4: Bailey 

Sunday, Jan. 11: Max 

Sunday, Jan. 18: Daxton 

Sunday, Jan. 25: Wyatt, Morgan 

http://www.lwml.org/home
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SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS  

Sunday Bible Class is on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday 

of the month at 9:30 am and we now meet in the 

LYF room. The topic we are studying now is “The 

minor prophets”.   

 

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS 

Please contact the office if you’d like to sponsor 

the newsletter. The cost is $40 to sponsor a 

newsletter. 

 

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY 

We are listing Baptismal birthdays to remember 

and celebrate the day we were adopted into the 

family of God through the washing of the Holy 

Spirit. Those having Baptismal birthdays in 

January are: 

Keivin Hennings, Jayden Young   2 

Marvin Koch 

Alexis Mordhorst, Bethany Mordhorst,   3 

Colin Mordhorst, Laurie Mordhorst,  

Candace Seward, Elizabeth Meadows   

Carla Teut      4 

Joan Neddermeyer, Daniel Vogt   5 

Justin Hageman    14 

Matthew Savery    15 

Hannah Peitsch    20 

Aaron Gosch, Donna Watke,   21 

Mariah Nutt       

Audrey Gust     22 

Ashley Savery    24 

Deon Christman                                        25 

Deryl Hennings, Daxton Leitz  28 

Noah Sorensen    31 

 
 

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL 

➢ before going to the hospital 

➢ birth of your baby 

➢ death in the family 

➢ making wedding plans 

➢ address and name changes 

➢ private communion  

SUGGESTIONS FOR A SAFE WINTER 

As we head into the winter months, realize that 

snow and cold awaits us.  At times, services may be 

held in less-than-ideal conditions. We encourage 

those with special concerns for dangerous 

conditions to use suitable caution.  Reasonable 

effort will be made to have sidewalks clear, and ice 

melt placed where needed.  Be cautious of the 

north parking lot, especially on mornings after a 

thaw and refreezing.  We understand that for some 

it may be wiser to listen to services at home and 

not take chances.   

   If the weather is so severe that services are 

cancelled, it will be announced on KDSN radio 

station, and posted on church facebook and 

website. We will also use Call Multiplier in the event 

of a cancellation. Please make sure we have your 

current phone number. 

 

NORTH PARKING LOT: Be cautious of the north 

parking lot for ice, especially on mornings after a 

thaw and refreezing.  

 

Mission Central – Visiting Missionaries  

LCMS World Mission 40718 Highway E16 

Mapleton, IA 51034 712-882-1029 Gary Thies 

(gary.thies@lcms.org) www.missioncentral.us  

 
 

“THY STRONG WORD”  

Thy Strong Word is a 5 min. daily devotional 

message given by LC-MS pastors. It is aired at 6:25 

a.m., Mon.-Sat. on KDSN, FM107.1 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD HOUR 

This program is a ½ hour worship service heard on 

Sioux City, KSCJ, 1360 AM, at 8:00 am. 

 

MAIN STREET LIVING 

Main Street Living is a television ministry of the 

Lutheran churches of Missouri-Synod and of the 

Iowa West District. The worship service is on 

Sundays at 10 am on channel 9 KCAU, the ABC 

Network from Sioux City. 

 

http://www.missioncentral.us/
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Sunday School & Bible Class 

9:30-10:20 A.M.    

 

Worship Service – In-Person/Live-Stream   

Sundays 10:30 A.M.  

 

 

Live Streaming at:  

www.facebook.com/stpaulsute/live 

 

Church Office: 712-885-2221  

Fax: 712-885-2020 

E-Mail: stpaulute@gmail.com 

Pastor email: pastornpeitsch@gmail.com  

Website: www.stpaulsute.org

 

mailto:stpaulute@gmail.com

