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ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH  

    Rev. Nathan Peitsch ⬩ Head Elder: Bruce Mohr; Elders: Gary McCall, Steve Gust, Jim Thies 

Phone: 712-885-2221 ⬩e-mail: stpaulute@gmail.com⬩ website: stpaulsute.org ⬩ 

facebook.com/stpaulsute 

February 2026 

 
Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ, 
 As we enter the month of February, Later this 
month I imagine many of you will take some time to 
celebrate a particular holiday, and while this month 
does feature the beginning of Lent and the 
observances of Ash Wednesday, I’m thinking more of 
Valentine’s Day. Valentine’s is a day generally set 
aside to celebrate love and with that in mind, today I 
urge you to consider what the Bible has to say about 
love. 
 The word love can be found over 500 times in 
the Scriptures. When asked about the greatest 
commandment Jesus sums up all of God’s law with 
two short commands, “You shall love the Lord your 
God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your mind.” And… “a second is like it: You shall 
love your neighbor as yourself.” Matthew 22:37, 39 
And were we to summarize both of these we could 
easily break it down to just love.  
 We are called to be God’s people reflecting 
back His love for us and showing His love to our 
neighbor. In Luke’s gospel we hear as Jesus receives 
almost this exact same answer from a lawyer who had 
asked Jesus what he must do to be saved. After 
answering correctly with this summary of the law, the 
man asks Jesus, “and who is my neighbor?” This 
leads Jesus to share with us a familiar parable, the 
parable of the good Samaritan.  
 We are fairly familiar with this story, a priest, a 
Levite, and a Samaritan all see a man robbed and left 
for dead on the road, the first two walk by, the 
Samaritan stops and helps. The point Jesus makes 
here is everyone is our neighbor, even the Samaritan 
that none of the Israelites would otherwise have 
gotten along with. And what loving thing does he do 
for his neighbor? He helps him when he is beaten. He 
pays for his care. He provides him transport to a safe 
place.  
 And God’s Word has much more to say about 
the kind of love we should be showing our neighbor. A 
passage familiar to many as it is often used at 
weddings, 1 Corinthians 13 tells us quite a bit about 
the kind of love God expects from his people. And 
what does that love look like? It is patient and kind. It 
does not insist on its own way. It is not irritable or 
resentful, nor does it rejoice at wrong doing. Instead, 
this love that God describes for us rejoices in the truth. 
In 1 John we hear more about this love that we are 
called to. John tells us, “Beloved, let us love one 

another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has 
been born of God and knows God.” 1 John 4:7 The 
love we are called to show to others is the same love 
that God has shown to us. It is kind, forgiving, patient, 
gentle.  
 So what does it look like for us to love our 
neighbor as ourselves? It means we see everyone as 
those created and loved by God. It means we show 
them the same kindness God has shown us. It means 
that we think of others as the Samaritan did, not as an 
other, but as someone in need of our care, our 
support, our love, and our help.  
 Jesus takes this love even further. In Matthew 
5, Jesus tells us, “I say to you, Love your enemies and 
pray for those who persecute you, so that you may be 
sons of your Father who is in heaven. For he makes 
his sun rise on the evil and on the good, and sends 
rain on the just and on the unjust.” Matthew 5:44-45 
God gives rain and sun even to the evil and the unjust, 
and if God sees fit to care for them, then we ought to 
love them as well.  
 As we consider the kind of love we have been 
called to, I want to wrap up with a reminder. As we 
hear about the love the good Samaritan showed his 
neighbor, the love described in 1 Corinthians 13 or 1 
John 4 and plenty of other places in God’s Word, 
remember this isn’t just about the kind of love we 
should show. It’s about the kind of love we have been 
shown. God in His love sent His Son to die for you, for 
me, for everyone in this world. He loves us all and as 
I’m sure you recall from John 3, “ gave his only Son, 
that whoever believes in him should not perish”. God 
gives us His love in Christ, He gives us life in Christ. 
And so dear brothers and sisters, let us show God’s 
love, for he first loved us.  
In Christ, 
Pastor Nathan Peitsch 
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NEW OFFICERS 

The newly elected officers will be installed on 

Sunday, February 8th during the Divine service.  

 

LCW  

The LCW will be having their meeting with a 

potluck and going through the church kitchen on 

February 1st after the service. 

 

 
 

 

CHURCH RECORDS 

Ledger John Bernholtz, son of Tina and Ryan 

Bernholtz, received the Sacrament of Holy 

Baptism on January 11th. 

 

LENTEN SUPPER 

We are in need of volunteers to provide Lenten 

suppers. There is a sign-up sheet in the back of 

church.  

 

ASH WEDNESDAY 

“Remember you are dust, and to dust you 

shall return.”  On February 18th we will have our 

Ash Wednesday Service at 7 pm. with supper 

served at 5:30 p.m. During the service we will 

place ashes on our foreheads in the sign of the 

cross to reflect on the prayerful and penitential 

season of the church year.  

 
 

MID-WEEK LENTEN SERVICES Mid-week Lenten 

Services will be at 7:00 p.m. each Wednesday 

starting February 25th with supper at 5:30 p.m. 

 

 

LENTEN DEVOTIONS 

Every year Lutheran Hour Ministries makes 

available Lenten devotions. Copies of this 

devotion can be picked up from the back table in 

church. 

 Behold Your King! 
In love, God sent His Son to 

redeem the world. In hatred, 

He was rejected. In Behold 

Your King!, we see the Savior 

stripped of His dignity, led 

away, and crucified on our 

behalf. No one could 

imagine this Man, this condemned and forsaken 

Man, was God in the flesh sent to liberate us from 

our sin by His death and resurrection. 

That the Son of God joined us in our frail state of 

humanity is testament to God’s overwhelming 

love and concern for the world. And not only this, 

Jesus endured scorn and derision from His 

creation, His earthly subjects. And yet, as King, as 

Lord of all, He did the unthinkable: He laid down 

His life for the sins of the world. 

 

CATECHISM 

During lent Catechism class times will be:  

4:30 – 5:30 p.m. - 5 & 6 Grades  

5:30 - 6:30 p.m. - 7 & 8 Grades 

6:30 p.m. – memory work/supper 

On April 2nd during the Maundy Thursday 

service the 7th & 8th grade catechism students will 

help with the Christian Questions and their 

Answers  

 

MEETINGS 

 On Tuesday February 10th the Elder’s Meeting will 

meet at 5:30 p.m., Church Council will meet at 7 

p.m.  

 

NEWSLETTER SPONSORS 

Please contact the office if you’d like to sponsor 

the newsletter. The cost is $40 to sponsor a 

newsletter. 

 

http://www.lwml.org/home
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LYF BIBLE STUDY 

LYF Bible Study is Sunday, February 15th from 

6:30-8:00 pm in the LYF room. We’ll be diving 

deep into God’s Word, so make sure to bring a 

Bible if you have one. If you don’t or forget, we 

have some on hand for you to use. Bring a snack 

to share! Inviting friends is encouraged, even if 

they can only come once.  

 

ACOLYTES SIGN-UP SHEET 

Catechism students the sign-up sheet for acolyting 

is in the back on church on the bulletin board.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL 

The Sunday School will be singing during the 

worship service on February 15th.  

 

SUNDAY BIBLE CLASS  

Sunday Bible Class is on the 1st, 3rd and 5th Sunday 

of the month at 9:30 am and we now meet in the 

LYF room. The topic we are studying now is “The 

minor prophets”.   

 

ALTAR GUILD & ALTAR FLOWERS 

We are looking for volunteers to help with altar 

guild and altar flowers. If you would like more 

information on what you do for either committee 

or if you would like to serve, please talk to 

Deanna. 

 

FEBRUARY HELPERS 

Elder: Bruce Mohr 

Ushers: Dave Seieroe, Mona Pithan, Matt Leitz 

Altar: Deanna Sorensen 

Altar Flowers: Danielle Creese 

Finance: Elaine Vogt, Denny Mordhorst 

Acolytes: 

Sunday, Feb. 1: Daxton 

Sunday, Feb. 8: Max 

Sunday, Feb. 15: Lydia, Morgan 

Wednesday, Feb. 18: Hannah, Samantha 

Sunday, Feb. 22: Lydia, Leah 

Wednesday, Feb. 25:  

 

 

LCW MEETING MINUTES 

1-8-26 

 

Present:  Dar, Gwen, Deanna, Terri, Pastor, Elaine, 

Joanie, Danielle 

Pastor opened with prayer 

Soup cook off – tickets will be handed out to vote 

for soup of choice  

Kitchen Inventory – February 1 following service, 

Pot Luck served 

Lenten Services – February 18 to March 25, Meals 

served prior to service 

Pastors Winkle – 2-10-26 – 8:30 to 1:00 

12 Pastors attending, serve breakfast at 8:30 and 

lunch at 12:00 

Danielle – Egg Bake, Terri – Fruit Plate, Deanna – 

Angel Food Cake 

Coffee, Juice 

March 19, 2026 – LWML Prayer Service at St. 

Paul’s 

9:00 start with coffee and rolls, then prayer 

service, business meeting to follow 

2026 we will continue our women of the bible 

delving into their connection with food as a 

meaningful element of the story. 

January discussion was Eve and the forbidden 

fruit. 

Pastor closed with prayer. 

 

 

LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTIONS 

If you would like to get your own Lutheran 

Witness the cost of one year subscription is 

$31.10/yr. ($2.58/per issue).  This new 

subscription will start with the May issue.  Just 

place your $31.10 in cash or check (payable to 

St. Paul’s) in an envelope (marked with your 

name and for Lutheran Witness) and place it in 

the offering plate or drop it off at the church 

before February 23rd. The church will also have 

2 copies that you can borrow. 
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BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS FOR FEBRUARY  

    We are listing Baptismal birthdays to remember 

and celebrate the day we were adopted into the 

family of God through the washing of the Holy 

Spirit. Those having Baptismal birthdays in 

February are:  

Keri Lane, Steven Thies, Daniel Martin  1 

Kailea Wray      2 

Brooklyn Leitz      4 

Mark Bretthauer, Ryan Pithan   6 

James Pohlman     8 

Megan Peitsch     9 

Becky Miller     10 

Dennis Mordhorst, Allison HInds  11 

Kim Lane     12  

Ethan Kuhlmann    13 

Misty Rose, Tobias Teut   14 

David Meadows    18 

Brenner Jung     19 

Torii Rose     20 

Jane Ohlmeier, Linda Seieroe,  

Rustie Pithan     22  

Gary Goslar               23  

Emily Sorensen    27 

Hailee Meadows    28 

 

PLEASE GIVE US A CALL 

➢ before going to the hospital 

➢ birth of your baby 

➢ death in the family 

➢ making wedding plans 

➢ address and name changes 

➢ private communion  

 

 

MAIN STREET LIVING 

Main Street Living is a television ministry of the 

Lutheran churches of Missouri-Synod and of the 

Iowa West District. The worship service is on 

Sundays at 10 am on channel 9 KCAU, the ABC 

Network from Sioux City. 

 

 

 

 

“THY STRONG WORD”  

Thy Strong Word is a 5 min. daily devotional 

message given by LC-MS pastors. It is aired at 6:25 

a.m., Mon.-Sat. on KDSN, FM107.1 

Feb. 2-7 Rev. Jeffrey Wade 

   Zion, Denison  

Feb. 9-14       Rev. Merle Mahnken  

Immanuel, Schleswig 

Feb. 16-21 Rev. Chad Trunkhill 

    Our Savior/Bethlehem 

Feb. 23-28  Rev. Richard Merrill 

  Multi-Point, Charter Oak 

 

GOOD SHEPHERD HOUR 

This program is a ½ hour worship service heard on 

Sioux City, KSCJ, 1360 AM, at 8:00 am. 

 

Mission Central – Visiting Missionaries  

LCMS World Mission 40718 Highway E16 

Mapleton, IA 51034 712-882-1029 Gary Thies 

(gary.thies@lcms.org) www.missioncentral.us 

 

SUGGESTIONS FOR A SAFE WINTER 

As we head into the winter months, realize that 

snow and cold awaits us.  At times, services may be 

held in less-than-ideal conditions. We encourage 

those with special concerns for dangerous 

conditions to use suitable caution.  Reasonable 

effort will be made to have sidewalks clear, and ice 

melt placed where needed.  Be cautious of the 

north parking lot, especially on mornings after a 

thaw and refreezing.  We understand that for some 

it may be wiser to listen to services at home and 

not take chances.   

   If the weather is so severe that services are 

cancelled, it will be announced on KDSN radio 

station, and posted on church facebook and 

website. We will also use Call Multiplier in the event 

of a cancellation. Please make sure we have your 

current phone number. 

 

NORTH PARKING LOT 

Be cautious of the north parking lot for ice, 

especially on mornings after a thaw and 

refreezing.  

http://www.missioncentral.us/
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January 18, 2026, Voters Meeting Recap 

Chairman Matt Leitz called the meeting to order, and Pastor had an opening prayer.  A motion was 

made and carried to accept the agenda.  The minutes of the previous 10/19/25 meeting were printed 

out for everyone to read.  Motion made and carried to approve the minutes as presented.  Treasurer 

Deanna Sorensen presented the Treasurer’s Report for 2025.  Motion made and carried to approve the 

Treasurer’s Report.  Pastor reported that he attended the IDW Youth Gathering in October and that it 

went well.  There are 10 kids in Catechism class, and one will be confirmed this spring.  There will be a 

couple of weddings this year, and a Baptism was done last week.  His Bible studies are continuing 

Wednesday and Sunday mornings.  The Sunday morning class is now meeting upstairs in the LYF room 

in the hope of attracting more people to attend.  Vicar Stacy will finish his classes in June and will be 

ordained in July, and St. Matthew’s is working on Call papers to ask him to be their pastor.  St. Paul’s 

will be hosting the Winkel meeting next month, and Pastor has spoken to the LCW regarding serving 

breakfast and lunch that day.  Head Elder Bruce Mohr presented the attendance figures for October, 

November, and December, as well as the totals for 2025.  The phone and internet are getting very 

expensive, so after looking at other plans, they were planning on keeping the phone through 

Windstream and getting internet through Longlines.  The dead tree in the back of the parsonage has 

been taken down, as well as some of other trees around town, but the rest will have to wait until the 

crew comes back in the spring.  A large leak was fixed on the roof on the education wing, and the whole 

roof will have to be redone.  The projector is getting old and doesn’t work as well as it did, especially 

on brighter days, and it will be added to the memorial list which is being updated.  Tuning of the pianos 

in the church was also mentioned.  A motion was made and carried to approve moving money from 

the memorial fund.  Good comments were received on the Christmas Eve program, and there was a 

good turnout that night.  Thanks were expressed to all who helped, and the Board of Ed is now looking 

ahead to VBS.  Stewardship Secretary Tammy Bramley suggested that undesignated memorial money 

be used to cover the shortage in last year's IDW Missions and the year-end shortfall in the General 

Fund.  Rick Knuth offered to take care of the $445.00 IDW Missions shortfall himself.  A motion was 

made and carried that the$-5,983.47 General Fund shortfall be taken from undesignated memorials.  

The election ballot was presented on the screen.  A motion was made and carried to accept the ballot, 

pending Ray Holst’s acceptance as the Eventide delegate.  Council had asked Tammy Bramley to be the 

church’s lay delegate to vote for the Synodical President, and the motion was made and carried.  Andy 

Kuhlmann is willing to be the Camp Okoboji delegate if there were no volunteers, and the motion was 

made and carried.  A special voters meeting will be 2/1/26 to vote on the election ballot, and the next 

quarterly voters meeting will be 4/19/26.  A motion to adjourn was made and carried, and Pastor closed 

with a prayer. 
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Sunday School & Bible Class 

9:30-10:20 A.M.    

 

Worship Service – In-Person/Live-Stream   

Sundays 10:30 A.M.  

 

 

Live Streaming at:  

www.facebook.com/stpaulsute/live 

 

Church Office: 712-885-2221  

Fax: 712-885-2020 

E-Mail: stpaulute@gmail.com 

Pastor email: pastornpeitsch@gmail.com  

Website: www.stpaulsute.org
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