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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,

	This letter marks a new beginning for all of us, a new adventure as we serve our Lord together as His congregation. This month many things begin anew, our Sunday school classes resume, our confirmation classes start up once again, and I look forward to beginning teaching and preaching here among God’s flock in Ute.
	Many people tend to look at these new beginnings as the start of a journey. And for us it is just that, a journey as we work together serving our Lord, sharing His Word with each other and with the community around us. For that journey, God has given us promises. He has promised to go with us, as Jesus himself assured us in Matthew 28:20 “… And behold, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” God has given us His promise that He will be with us through this journey. As we study, grow, and share His Word, He is with us by the power of His Spirit and in the power of His Word.
	He has also given us His promise that His Word will work for us. One of my favorite songs, “This Is My Word” comes from a passage in Isaiah 55 that states, “so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.” God’s Word is the active power in our lives. It is what accomplishes His work. He sends it forth to do what He purposes.
	It is for this reason that we center our worship and our very lives as Christians around God’s Word. In Sunday school children learn about what God has done for and through His people throughout the Scriptures. In Confirmation class, confirmands learn What God has commanded and forbidden, what He has done to save His people, the means of grace He has given to bless us and give us life, how we can speak to Him, and so much more, all guided by His Word that cannot return empty. 
	As we gather in God’s house each week, He feeds us. He feeds us with His Word each week, strengthening our faith and providing us with life, salvation, and forgiveness. Even as He feeds us also with His own Son’s body and blood in the Lord’s Supper. In the midst of all of this, we continue to be fed by Him daily as we spend time in His Word devotionally and with our families. 
	All this He gives us to see us through the “new beginnings” in life. And as we go on this journey, we are reminded to stay in that Word, just as Moses encouraged the people of Israel to be in the Word daily, throughout their journeys in Deuteronomy 6: “And these words that I command you today shall be on your heart. You shall teach them diligently to your children, and shall talk of them when you sit in your house, and when you walk by the way, and when you lie down, and when you rise. You shall bind them as a sign on your hand, and they shall be as frontlets between your eyes. You shall write them on the doorposts of your house and on your gates.“ 
	So as we begin our journey together, I pray that God will continue to bless us with His Word. I pray that He continues to guide and teach us as we grow together in faith as members of His one body, the church. And I pray that together we can build each other up as we journey through this adventure. I look forward to all the new beginnings we will share as we serve our Lord together.

In Christ,
Pastor Nathan Peitsch
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Pastor Nathan Peitsch is front center 


WELCOME PASTOR NATHAN PEITSCH & FAMILY
Pastor Nathan Peitsch grew up in Royal Oak, Michigan. Shortly after he began to lose his eyesight during his first year of college, he felt the call to pastoral work. He attended Concordia Ann Arbor, where he met his wife Megan, and then graduated from Concordia Irvine. After graduation in 2006, they were married. They moved to St Louis where Nathan attended Concordia Seminary. He served as chaplain at Lutheran Senior Services in the St Louis area for his vicarage, and then took his first call to St Paul in Fort Dodge, Iowa. Pastor and Megan have three wonderful children: Micah (9), Josiah (7), and Hannah (5). Outside of ministry time, Pastor enjoys time with his family, cycling, and video games. 



[image: No automatic alt text available.]

Sunday School classes will start on September 9 at 9:00 a.m.



DRIVERS
Pastor Peitsch is requesting drivers to help him get around for shut-in and hospital calls and the occasional trip to Denison on a Sunday afternoon for worship at the nursing homes there. Please sign-up on the sheet in the back of the church. Thank you for being a part of our ministry here. 


CATECHISM
Catechism students and parents there will be a catechism information meeting on Wednesday, September 5 at 5:30 p.m.


[bookmark: _GoBack]LCW MEETING
LCW Meeting is Wednesday, September 12 at 1:00 p.m. All ladies are invited. 


COUNCIL MEETING
The Church Council Meeting is Thursday, September 13 at 7:00 p.m.


ST. LUKE FINAL SERVICE
St. Luke, Ricketts, will have its final services in September.  A special service celebrating 69 years of ministry at St. Luke will be held on Sunday, September 16, at 2 p.m.  Pastor Gene Ernst, former pastor of St. Luke, will be the guest preacher.  Pastor Tim Frank, another former pastor of St. Luke, will lead music.  An ice cream social will follow the service outside, weather permitting.


BIBLE SALE
CPH is holding a fall Bible Sale, offering special discounts. Save up to 33% on their new & most popular Bibles and companion books. On the back wall in church you’ll find a large order form and a sample of “The Growing in Faith Bible”.  Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s.  September 25th will be our deadline for ordering. 


“THY STRONG WORD”
‘Thy Strong Word’ is a daily devotion airing at 6:25 a.m. Monday through Saturday on KDSN 107.1FM).  
Sept. 3-8		Rev. Merrill (vacancy)
      Triple Parish, CO
Sept. 10-15		Rev. Andrew Johnson					      Trinity, Manilla 
Sept. 17-22		Rev. Merle Mahnken
			      Immanuel, Schleswig
Sept. 24-29		Rev. David Loeschen
			      Bethlehem/Our Savior

GOOD SHEPHERD HOUR: This program is a ½ hour worship service heard on Sioux City, KSCJ, 1360 AM, at 8:00 am


JUNIOR HIGH YOUTH GATHERING
The Junior Youth Gathering will take place October 27-28 at the Sheraton in West Des Moines. The theme is “DELIVERED” with the focus being on Baptism. Rev. Ben Johnson from Gloria Dei will be the main speaker, Swen and Dean will once again be our entertainment, and the inflatables will be back!

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS FOR SEPTEMBER
    We are listing Baptismal birthdays to remember and celebrate the day we were adopted into the family of God through the washing of the Holy Spirit. Those having Baptismal birthdays in September are:

Patrick Ohlmeier 				1
Lois Greder, Bailey Kuhlmann		2 
Ray Gosch-Brendan Lane			3
Norman Meadows				6
Heather Rosburg				7
Derek Erlemeier				9
Gina Hull					10
Mark Goslar					13
Ella Fester					15
Glenn Ullerich					16
Arlis Petersen					17
Cody Rosburg					22
Sasha Teut					23
Larry Folk					24
Norma Buschmann-Hannah Hageman	25
Delaine Nelson				27
Roger Johnson-Jo Thies-Heath Winsor	28
Trent Mordhorst				29
Tyler Leitz					30	


NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
Please contact the office if you’d like to sponsor the newsletter. The cost is $37. 
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