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ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
Where and When to Read God’s Word? 
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here do you go to sleep?  To eat?  To get dressed?  To clean up?  We typically have a spot to get regular things done.  It helps with the organization of our lives.  And it helps others respect certain times and spaces.  Neighbors generally don’t come over at 2 o’clock in the morning just to ask a question or to have a casual conversation.  That time is generally understood to give one another rest, and the space to help insure privacy in one’s bedroom.  


Many times I get phone calls around noon and the first words out of someone’s mouth is, “I’m not interrupting your meal am I?”  There is a courtesy given to respect one’s time to eat.  And even though it doesn’t happen to be the same place every time, the dining room table sure seems to make a good spot to eat—seeing as how it is a big table for eating.  And one more example, if I was in a meeting, but all of a sudden realized my bladder was about to burst, I would certainly be excused for the necessary relief I needed rather than urinating in front of everyone.  Praise God for bathrooms! Here’s the rub:

Where and when do you read God’s Word?


What place do you have set aside in your house for reading God’s Word?  What time in your day do you schedule to hear Jesus from the Bible?  Christian households have called this the family altar.  The place in their homes for daily Christian devotions.


If God is the most important thing in your life…If you really believe the Bible is God’s Word…If you really confess that all our faith, life, and salvation is grounded in what God says in His Word…then where and when is your Bible place and time?


Maybe you’ve never thought of it before, but it makes good sense: If you don’t have a place designated to read the Bible- then you won’t read it anywhere.  And if you don’t have a time set aside for daily devotion and prayer- then it doesn’t happen.


As believers wholly grounded on Scripture, this goal is tantamount.  We need God’s Word every day.  You may try to catch the weather every day, or the score to whatever sport is in season at the time.  You probably eat and sleep every day.  But more important than all of it is the Bible and Prayer.  


It makes good sense that our faith struggles if we’re not hearing God’s Word.  If we don’t hear God speak to us through His sure and certain Word, we have no promise of God to cling to.  Our faith has nothing to trust in unless we hear God’s Word.  It never fails…if we’re not turning to God’s Word to hear him we’re trying to find Him somewhere else.  But the Bible is the only true and reliable way God speaks to us.  If we’re looking or listening to God outside of His Word—we’re probably hearing the devil.

Goal- Designate a Family Altar.  Set a time and place for daily devotions (reading God’s Word + prayer).

Don’t give up, even when you miss a day, a week, a month, or a whole year.  (samples are provided).

Next month, how to read God’s Word.

100 YEAR OLD SANCTUARY CELEBRATION 

All members are encouraged to attend a meeting in the fellowship hall after church on Jan. 8th to discuss plans for the celebration of our 100 year old sanctuary.  The celebration is scheduled for Sunday March 5, with a meal to follow the service.  You can also submit pictures and information you of the sanctuary for a congregational display.
Save the Date

March 5, 2017 

 Dedication Anniversary Celebration

ANNUAL MEETINGS


A Special Voters Meeting will be January 8th after the service to approve the 2017 Election of Officers Ballot. 

On January 11th, LCW will meet at 1 p.m., Trustees will meet at 6:30 p.m., Council will meet at 7 p.m., and Elders will meet at 8 p.m.  


On January 22th, there will be a Voters Meeting after church in the fellowship hall.  Main agenda items will be the year end reports and the election of officers.
VOTING FOR OFFICERS

 We will be voting for church officers at our Annual Voters meeting on Jan. 22nd.  If you are unable to attend and would like to vote, you may request an absentee ballet from the church office (712) 885-2221 after January 8th.  All absentee ballets must be returned by the start of our meeting on Jan. 22nd.
2017 OFFERING ENVELOPES


Offering envelope boxes for 2017 will be on the back table in alphabetical order by last name.  Please take yours when you attend and help in getting them to others. 


The stewardship secretary encourages every member to use their offering envelopes.  This will make it easier for our treasurer to accurately credit you at the year end for tax purposes. 

THANK YOU
Thanks to our Sunday School children and teachers for a wonderful presentation of the program “The Savior Sent” on Christmas Eve.
BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS FOR JANUARY

    We are listing Baptismal birthdays to remember and celebrate the day we were adopted into the family of God through the washing of the Holy Spirit. Those having Baptismal birthdays in January are:

Craig Lynn











 1

Keivin Hennings, Jayden Young




 2

Alexis Mordhorst, Bethany Mordhorst, 

Colin Mordhorst, Laurie Mordhorst, 

Candace Seward, Elizabeth Meadows


 3

Carla Teut











 4

Joan Neddermeyer, Daniel Vogt




 5

Pastor Manley










 6
Amanda Mordhorst








 10

Justin Hageman, Leonard Trimpe



 14

Matthew Savery









 15

Aaron Gosch, Donna Watke, Mariah Meseck 21

Audrey Gust










 22

Ashley Savery










 24

Deon Christman                                               25

Deryl Hennings, Daxton Leitz




 28

Noah Sorensen









 31
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Thank you to all that donated flowers in 2016.  
Thank you to Terri Mohr for donating the flowers this month. 

 NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
Thank you to Ron and LouAnna Goslar for sponsoring the newsletter this month.
Please contact the office if you’d like to sponsor the newsletter. The cost is $37. 
MAPLETON COMMUNITY
Please!! We need your HELP!!


The Mapleton Food Pantry is once again asking for your help with donations in order to stay opened. We need money in order to pay the lights, heat, and the biggest expense is buying food for those in need.  We get NO government help, are only help is from the good people of the community, and the ladies from the Legion Auxiliary donate all the time spent running it. 


In the year 2016 (Jan-Nov) we have helped 49 families, this was 167 people, when the food donations don’t come in we need to buy the replacement.  


A family may come in every 3 months; we try and give them the fixing’s for 3 meals plus laundry soap, dish soap, shampoo, toilet paper, flour, sugar.


We also have the free clothing for anyone that needs clothes.  We have lots of puzzles, books, dishes, coats, mittens, etc.  Free will donations are always welcome. 

Mapleton Food Pantry

313 Main Street

Mapleton, IA 51034

712-881-1128

“THY STRONG WORD”

‘Thy Strong Word’ is a daily devotion airing at 6:25 a.m. Monday through Saturday on KDSN 107.1FM).  
Jan. 2-7



Rev. Rev. Conner

Trinity, Manilla
Jan. 9-14


Rev. Merle Mahnken










Immanuel, Schleswig
Jan. 16-21


Rev. David Loeschen







Bethlehem/Our Savior 

Jan. 23-28


Rev. Richard Merrill
St. John, Charter Oak
Jan. 30-Feb. 4

Rev. Marcus Manley








St. Paul’s, Ute

BREAD BOWL SOUP LUNCHEON


Maple Heights Auxiliary Bread Bowl Soup Luncheon is January 31st at the Mapleton Community Center from 11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.
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For more information you can go to http://www.missioncentral.us/ and click on the events.
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January 27, 2017 - 1:00 pm - Bakers from 
 









    Mongolia
SUGGESTIONS FOR A SAFE WINTER


As we head into the winter months, realize that snow and cold awaits us.  At times, services may be held in less than ideal conditions. We encourage those with special concerns for dangerous conditions to use suitable caution.  Reasonable effort will be made to have sidewalks clear, and ice melt placed where needed.  Be cautious of the north parking lot, especially on mornings after a thaw and refreezing.  We understand that for some it may be wiser to listen to services at home and not take chances.  Please call the church office and ask if you have any questions about weather concerns or interest in listening at home.
   If the weather is so severe that services are cancelled, it will be announced on KDSN radio: 107.1 FM and 1530 AM, hopefully by 7:30. Services will be held if some can attend safely. 
Have You Built a Family Altar?

Ryan MacPherson
October 2016

Every family has an altar—the questions are: To which god? and, How often is it used?

After the Flood, Noah built and altar to the Lord (Genesis 8:20). So did Abraham (Genesis 12:7), Isaac (Genesis 26:25), and Jacob (Genesis 33:20). Moses (Exodus 17:15), Joshua (Joshua 8:30), Gideon (Judges 6:24), Samuel (1 Samuel 7:17), and David (2 Samuel 24:25) built altars to the Lord as well. In the Books of 1 and 2 Kings, and in the writings of the prophets who ministered during that time, God repeatedly commanded that altars to false gods be torn down. After times of idolatry, the altars to the true God had to be rebuilt.

Have you torn down the altars in your home devoted to false gods? Have you built an altar to the true God? Would a visitor to your home recognize that you have a family altar? Will your children’s memories of the childhood you now are building for them be centered around the family altar?

What Is a “Family Altar”?

Our Lutheran fathers called their family devotion space and time “the family altar.”

In the 1800s, Norwegian Lutheran immigrants to the American Midwest customarily built a small shelf or cabinet diagonally in the corner of their log cabin. Called a skap, or “Papa’s Cupboard,” in pious homes the shelf contained a Bible, a catechism, and a hymnal. While sitting down for a meal, the father had these precious books within arm’s reach in order to read them to the family.

Your dining room table becomes your family altar when you sanctify that space with the Word of God and prayer. Your living room couch becomes your family altar when you open up the Bible and read it to your children. You children’s beds become the family altar when you teach them to kneel beside them to pray.

As Luther explained in the Large Catechism, “Whenever God’s Word is taught, preached, heard, read, or meditated upon, then the person, day, and work are sanctified.” However, “when the heart is idle and the Word does not make a sound, the devil breaks in and has done the damage before we are aware.” For these reasons, Luther encouraged Christians to view the Third Commandment—“You shall keep the day of rest holy.”—not as pertaining to the physical act of going to church on the Sabbath, or of abstaining from work that day, but to the spiritual gift by which the Word of God sanctifies both the church service and family devotions, whether on Sunday or any other day. “The Word,” wrote Luther, “is so effective that whenever it is seriously contemplated, heard, and used, it is bound never to be without fruit.” Therefore, “we should daily be engaged with God’s Word and carry it in our hearts and upon our lips.”

Dr. Ryan C. MacPherson is the founding president of The Hausvater Project. He lives with his wife Marie and their homeschool children in Mankato, Minnesota, where he teaches American history, history of science, and bioethics at Bethany Lutheran College. For more information, visit www.ryancmacpherson.com.
Options for Daily Devotions for you and your entire Household

· The easiest way to get started. (Luther’s Small Catechism)

Daily Prayers

HOW THE HEAD OF THE FAMILY SHOULD TEACH HIS HOUSEHOLD TO PRAY MORNING AND EVENING

Morning Prayer

In the morning when you get up, make the sign of the holy cross and say:

In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Then, kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you choose, you may also say this little prayer:

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have kept me this night from all harm and danger; and I pray that You would keep me this day also from sin and every evil, that all my doings and life may please You. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Then go joyfully to your work, singing a hymn, like that of the Ten Commandments, or whatever your devotion may suggest.

Evening Prayer

In the evening when you go to bed, make the sign of the holy cross and say:

In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Then kneeling or standing, repeat the Creed and the Lord’s Prayer. If you choose, you may also say this little prayer:

I thank You, my heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ, Your dear Son, that You have graciously kept me this day; and I pray that You would forgive me all my sins where I have done wrong, and graciously keep me this night. For into Your hands I commend myself, my body and soul, and all things. Let Your holy angel be with me, that the evil foe may have no power over me. Amen.

Then go to sleep at once and in good cheer.
· Portals of Prayer (Pick one up at church).

· Bible Reading Plan (see reverse side-LCMS goal read through the entire bible in 2017).

· Memorial Moment (Mon-Sat daily email devo. what Pastor reads—ask him to send you the link)

· Treasury of Daily prayer (purchase at cph.org—daily readings from Scripture, Lutheran Confessions, many other traditional prayer resources).

Appendix 1

Bible Reading Plan

This is an Appendix to Christ’s Church by Bo Giertz published in 2010 by Wipf and Stock Publishers, Eugene, Oregon.  The Bible Reading Plan is composed by the Rev. Hans Andrae, who translated CHRIST’S CHURCH from the Swedish original, KRISTI KYRKA.  The plan may be copied freely for private or public use, provided that both pages are distributed together.

Jesus said, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed.” John 8:31 NKJV

THE BIBLE IS ALL ABOUT OUR LORD AND SAVIOR JESUS CHRIST

Jesus said, “All things must be fulfilled which were written 

in the Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.” Luke 24:44 NKJV

THE OLD TESTAMENT->


<- THE NEW TESTAMENT

Prophecy, Promise: “He will come!”             Fulfillment: “He has come!”

	Unit #
	O.T. Reading
	N. T. Reading 
	Date(s) Read

	1
	Gen. 1-20
	Matt. 1-5
	

	2
	Gen. 21-35
	Matt. 6-9
	

	3
	Gen. 36-50
	Matt.  10-13
	

	4
	Exod. 1-21
	Matt. 14-18
	

	5
	Exod. 22-40
	Matt. 19-22
	

	6
	Isaiah 1-19
	Matt. 23-25
	

	7
	Isaiah 20-37
	Matt. 26-28
	

	8
	Isaiah 38-51
	Rom. 1-5
	

	9
	Isaiah 52-66
	Rom. 6-10
	

	10
	Psalms 1-33
	Rom. 11-16
	

	11 
	Lev. 1-14
	Mark 1-4
	

	12
	Lev. 15-27
	Mark 5-8
	

	13
	Num. 1-16
	Mark 9-12
	

	14
	Num. 17-36
	Mark 13-16
	

	15
	Jer. 1-15
	1 Cor. 1-6
	

	16
	Jer. 16-31
	1 Cor. 7-11
	

	17
	Jer. 32-48
	1 Cor. 12-16
	

	18
	Jer. 49-52, Lamentations
	2 Cor. 1-7
	

	19
	Psalms 34-62
	2 Cor. 8-13
	

	20
	Deut. 1-17
	Luke 1-3
	

	21
	Deut. 18-33
	Luke 4-6
	

	22
	Josh. 1-12
	Luke 7-9
	

	23
	Josh. 13-24
	Luke 10-12
	

	24
	Judges 1-11
	Luke 13-17
	

	25
	Judges 12-21, Ruth
	Luke 18-21
	

	26
	Ezek. 1-19
	Luke 22-24
	


	Unit #
	O.T. Reading
	N. T. Reading 
	Date(s) Read

	27 
	Ezek. 20-33
	Galatians 
	

	28
	Ezek. 34-48
	Ephesians
	

	29
	Psalms 63-88
	Phil. Col. 
	

	30
	1 Sam. 1-18
	John 1-4
	

	31
	1 Sam. 19- 

2 Sam. 7
	John 5-8
	

	32
	2 Sam. 8-24
	John 9-11
	

	33
	1 Kings 1-10
	John 12-16
	

	34
	1 Kings 11-22
	John 17-21
	

	35
	2 Kings 1-13
	1 & 2 Thess. 
	

	36
	2 Kings 14-25
	1 & 2 Tim. Tit, Philem
	

	37
	Daniel
	Hebrews 1-8
	

	38
	Psalms 89-115
	Hebrews 9-13
	

	39
	1 Chron. 1-17
	Acts 1-5
	

	40
	1 Chron. 18 -  

2 Chron. 8
	Acts 6-9
	

	41
	2 Chron. 9-28
	Acts 10-13
	

	42
	2 Chron. 29 -36 Ezra
	Acts 14-18
	

	43
	Nehemiah, Esther
	Acts 19-23
	

	44
	Job 1-21
	Acts 24-28
	

	45
	Job 22-42
	James
	

	46
	Prov. 1-16
	1 & 2 Peter
	

	47
	Prov. 17-31
	1, 2 &3 John, Jude
	

	48
	Eccles, 

Song of Songs
	Rev. 1-4
	

	49
	Psalms 116-150
	Rev. 5-9
	

	50
	Hosea, Joel
	Rev. 10-14
	

	51
	Amos, Nahum
	Rev. 15-18
	

	52
	Hab, Malachi
	Rev. 19-22
	


Flexibility is a special feature of this 52-unit reading plan. Reading an average of one unit per week would thus cover the whole Bible in just one year, which is impossible for most of us.  Take your time: 2, 3, or even 4 years!  And be flexible!  Sometimes you may indeed have time to read a unit in just a week.  Other times a unit may require several weeks.
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