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P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not 
in us. 

C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will 
forgive our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 

C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and 
unclean. We have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done and by what we have left undone. We 
have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our 
neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and 
eternal punishment. For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have 
mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your 
holy name. Amen. 

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for 
His sake forgives you all your sins. As a called and ordained servant 
of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive you all your sins 

in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

C Amen. 
 

Introit Psalm 81:8, 10–11, 13; antiphon: Luke 3:4b 
The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 
Hear, O my people, while I admonish you! 
 O Israel, if you would but listen to me! 
I am the LORD your God, who brought you up out of the land of Egypt. 
 Open your mouth wide, and I will fill it. 
But my people did not listen to my voice; 
 Israel would not submit to me. 
Oh, that my people would listen to me, 
 that Israel would walk in my ways! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 

as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
 “Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.” 
 

Kyrie  

A In peace let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the 
Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church 
of God, and for the unity of all let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and 
praise let us pray to the Lord. 

C Lord, have mercy. 

A Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord. 

C Amen. 
 

357 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel sts. 1, ref, 2–3 
1 O come, O come, Emmanuel, 

And ransom captive Israel, 
That mourns in lonely exile here 
Until the Son of God appear. Refrain 

 
ref Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel 

Shall come to thee, O Israel! 
 
2 O come, Thou Wisdom from on high, 

Who ord’rest all things mightily; 
To us the path of knowledge show, 
And teach us in her ways to go. Refrain 

 
3 O come, O come, Thou Lord of might, 

Who to Thy tribes on Sinai’s height 
In ancient times didst give the Law 
In cloud and majesty and awe. Refrain                               Text: Public domain 



Salutation and Collect of the Day 

P The Lord be with you. 

C And also with you. 

P Let us pray. 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-
begotten Son, that by His coming we may be enabled to serve You 
with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

C Amen. 
 

Old Testament Reading Malachi 3:1–7b 
   

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Gradual Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
 

Epistle Reading Philippians 1:2–11 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 
 

Alleluia and Verse  

C Alleluia. Lord, to whom shall we go? 
You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. 

 
Holy Gospel Reading Luke 3:1–20 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the third chapter. 

C Glory to You, O Lord. 
  

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

C Praise to You, O Christ. 
 

344 On Jordan’s Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
1 On Jordan’s bank the Baptist’s cry 

Announces that the Lord is nigh; 
Awake and hearken, for he brings 
Glad tidings of the King of kings! 

 
2 Then cleansed be ev’ry life from sin; 

Make straight the way for God within, 
And let us all our hearts prepare 
For Christ to come and enter there. 

 
3 We hail Thee as our Savior, Lord, 

Our refuge and our great reward; 
Without Thy grace we waste away 
Like flow’rs that wither and decay. 

 
4 Lay on the sick Thy healing hand 

And make the fallen strong to stand; 
Show us the glory of Thy face 
Till beauty springs in ev’ry place. 

 

D 5 All praise, eternal Son, to Thee 
Whose advent sets Thy people free, 
Whom with the Father we adore 
And Holy Spirit evermore. 

Text: Public domain 

 
Sermon “John’s Message” Luke 3:1-14 

 
Nicene Creed 

C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 



     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and 
the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and 
glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

     and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 
 

Offering 
 

Offertory  

C What shall I render to the Lord for all His benefits to me? 
I will offer the sacrifice of thanksgiving and will call on the name 
of the Lord. 
I will take the cup of salvation and will call on the name of the 
Lord. 

I will pay my vows to the Lord now in the presence of all His 
people, 
in the courts of the Lord’s house, in the midst of you, O 
Jerusalem. 

 
Prayer of the Church 

P …Lord, in your mercy: 

C Hear our prayer. 

P …through Jesus Christ our Lord.  

   C  Amen. 
 
Lord’s Prayer  

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray: 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth 
          as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 
     and forgive us our trespasses 
          as we forgive those 
          who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 
For Thine is the kingdom 
     and the power and the glory 
     forever and ever. Amen. 

 
Benediction  

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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