Psalm
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December 20, 2023
O Lord, open my lips,
and my mouth will declare Your praise.
Make haste, O God, to deliver me;
make haste to help me, O Lord.
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Praise to You, O Christ, King who comes to save us.
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Psalm 126
When the LoRD restored the fortunes of Zion,

we were like those who dream.
2Then our mouth was filled with laughter,

and our tongue with shouts of joy;
then they said among the nations,

“The LORD has done great things for them.”
3The LoRrD has done great things for us; we are glad.
“Restore our fortunes, O LORD,

like streams in the Negeb!
5Those who sow in tears

shall reap with shouts of joy!
6He who goes out weeping,

bearing the seed for sowing,
shall come home with shouts of joy,

bringing his sheaves with him.

341 Lift Up Your Heads, Ye Mighty Gates

1  Lift up your heads, ye mighty gates!
Behold, the King of glory waits.
The King of kings is drawing near;
The Savior of the world is here.
Life and salvation He doth bring;
Therefore rejoice and gladly sing.
To God the Father raise
Your joyful songs of praise.

2  Arighteous Helper comes to thee;
His chariot is humility,
His kingly crown is holiness,
His scepter, pity in distress.
The end of all our woe He brings;
Therefore the earth is glad and sings.

Reading

To Christ the Savior raise
Your grateful hymns of praise.

3 How blest the land, the city blest,
Where Christ the ruler is confessed!
O peaceful hearts and happy homes
To whom this King in triumph comes!
The cloudless sun of joy is He
Who comes to set His people free.
To God the Spirit raise
Your happy shouts of praise.

4 Fling wide the portals of your heart;
Make it a temple set apart
From earthly use for heav’n’s employ,
Adorned with prayer and love and joy.
So shall your Sov’reign enter in
And new and nobler life begin.
To God alone be praise
For word and deed and grace!

5 Redeemer, come and open wide
My heart to Thee; here, Lord, abide!
O enter with Thy grace divine;
Thy face of mercy on me shine.
Thy Holy Spirit guide us on
Until our glorious goal is won.
Eternal praise and fame
We offer to Thy name.

Text: Georg Weissel, 1590-1635; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.
Text: Public domain

2 Kings 22:1-7
A reading from 2 Kings, chapter 22.

LJosiah was eight years old when he began to reign, and he reigned
thirty-one years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jedidah the
daughter of Adaiah of Bozkath. 2And he did what was right in the eyes
of the LoRD and walked in all the way of David his father, and he did
not turn aside to the right or to the left.

3In the eighteenth year of King Josiah, the king sent Shaphan the son
of Azaliah, son of Meshullam, the secretary, to the house of the LORD,
saying, #“Go up to Hilkiah the high priest, that he may count the money
that has been brought into the house of the LORD, which the keepers of
the threshold have collected from the people. °And let it be given into



the hand of the workmen who have the oversight of the house of the
LORD, and let them give it to the workmen who are at the house of the
LORD, repairing the house (that is, to the carpenters, and to the builders,
and to the masons), and let them use it for buying timber and quarried
stone to repair the house. "But no accounting shall be asked from them
for the money that is delivered into their hand, for they deal honestly.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading Hebrews 10:19-25

A reading from Hebrews, chapter 10.

¥Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the holy
places by the blood of Jesus, 2°by the new and living way that he opened
for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 2and since we have
a great priest over the house of God, ??let us draw near with a true heart
in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23Let us hold fast the
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is
faithful. 2*And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and
good works, 2°not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some,
but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day
drawing near.

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Reading John 2:13-17

A reading from John, chapter 2.

13The Passover of the Jews was at hand, and Jesus went up to
Jerusalem. 4In the temple he found those who were selling oxen and
sheep and pigeons, and the money-changers sitting there. 1>And making
a whip of cords, he drove them all out of the temple, with the sheep and
oxen. And he poured out the coins of the money-changers and
overturned their tables. 8And he told those who sold the pigeons, “Take
these things away; do not make my Father’s house a house of trade.”
"His disciples remembered that it was written, “Zeal for your house will
consume me.”

O Lord, have mercy on us.
Thanks be to God.

Responsory (Advent)
Behold, the days are coming, says the Lord, when I will raise up
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Sermon

Hymn
1

for David a righteous Branch.

This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our

Righteousness.

In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell securely.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our

Righteousness.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit.
This is the name by which He will be called: The Lord Is Our

Righteousness.

To Your temple, Lord, | come,
For it is my worship home.
This earth has no better place,
Here I see my Savior’s face.

I through Him am reconciled,

I through Him become Your child.
Abba, Father, give me grace

In Your courts Your love to trace.

While Your glorious praise is sung,
Touch my lips, unloose my tongue
That my joyful soul may bless
Christ the Lord, my righteousness.

While the prayers of saints ascend,
God of love, to mine attend.

Hear me, for Your Spirit pleads;
Hear, for Jesus intercedes.

From Your house when | return,
May my heart within me burn,
And at evening let me say,

“I have walked with God today.”

Text: James Montgomery, 1771-1854, alt.
Text: Public domain

Offering

Prayer

sts. 1-4, 7



Kyrie
Lord, have mercy;
Christ, have mercy;
Lord, have mercy.

Lord’s Prayer
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
asitisin heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Collects
O Lord, hear my prayer.
And let my cry come to You.

Collect of the Day
(P Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to
lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gracious visitation; for
You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
Amen.

Collect for Peace

O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and
all just works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world
cannot give, that our hearts may be set to obey Your
commandments and also that we, being defended from the fear of
our enemies, may live in peace and quietness; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Benedicamus
Let us bless the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Benediction
(P} The grace of our Lord I+ Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
Amen.

333 Once He Came in Blessing
1 Once He came in blessing,
All our sins redressing;
Came in likeness lowly,
Son of God most holy;
Bore the cross to save us;
Hope and freedom gave us.

2 Now He gently leads us;
With Himself He feeds us
Precious food from heaven,
Pledge of peace here given,
Manna that will nourish
Souls that they may flourish.

3 Soon will come that hour
When with mighty power
Christ will come in splendor
And will judgment render,
With the faithful sharing
Joy beyond comparing.

4  Come, then, O Lord Jesus,
From our sins release us.
Keep our hearts believing,
That we, grace receiving,
Ever may confess You
Till in heav’n we bless You.

Text: Johann Horn, c. 1490-1547; (sts. 1, 4): tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827-78, alt.; (sts. 2-3): tr. Lutheran Service
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