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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
	As I have been talking with some of you I have had the privilege of learning a bit about harvest time. Being from a larger city, I can’t say I know much about it yet. However I have enjoyed learning what you have taught me thus far; and I look forward to learning more as time goes by. I have had the joy of seeing farmers in their fields, and it is clear that that time is upon us once again. I pray God’s blessings on all of you who are out there in the fields, that He might keep you safe and provide bountifully.
	All of this serves as a beautiful reminder though of how God provides for us. My children have a book that serves as a lesson to them in the 4th petition, “Give us this day our daily bread.” This book is called, “Macaroni and Cheese, Hotdogs, and Peas.” In this book a child asks the question, “What does God have to do with these things?” As the book progresses, we begin to see that He has provided so that we can have all these good things. 
	God provides the seed and makes it sprout and grow. God provides the rain, and even when the rain doesn’t come, He has given us the wisdom and tools necessary to water the fields ourselves. He has provided us with chemicals that help improve growth, kill off weeds, and keep away bugs. God provides the growth and when the time comes, it is He who blesses us with a bountiful harvest. As Luther states, “God daily and richly provides us with all we need to support this body and life.” All we need: clothing, shoes, house, home, a job, a garden, rain, and crops, all these things God has provided us and continues to provide.
	God truly does give us all that we need, and so we join together in thanking Him for His provision. Isaiah recognizes this as he acknowledges God’s divine care for everything and how well God provides. But then Isaiah relates it to God’s Word.
“For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.”
Isaiah 55:10-11
As God provides these things and makes sure they sprout and grow and succeed in the things God sends them to do, so also God provides His Word and makes sure that it too sprouts and grows and succeeds in the things He sends it to do. God’s Word is powerful and able to accomplish all that He sends it forth to do. It is by His Word that faith sprouts and grows in our hearts. It is by His Word that we receive the good gifts He has to give us.
	And in His Word, Jesus himself relates it all back to the harvest. 
“And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.”
Luke 10:2
And this isn’t the only place Jesus uses harvest. We can recall the parable of the sower, who scatters the seed on all types of soil. We can recall the parable of the bad seed sewn among the good, or how Jesus uses harvest to teach us about the end-times assuring us that in the end the wheat and the tares will be separated. 
	I may not know a lot about harvesting what’s grown in the fields, but what I do know is the Lord of the Harvest sends us into His field equipped with His Word so that it can accomplish what He has sent it to do. To that end, our midweek study is looking specifically at what we know about God’s Word, where it came from, what we can learn from it, even how to read it. His Word has been given to us to study to “read, mark, learn, and take to heart.” With that in mind, let us continue to pray the the Lord of the Harvest sends workers into the harvest field. And through it all may God bless us all this harvest season and beyond.
In Christ,
Pastor Nathan Peitsch


[image: meeting_976]
On October 16th, Council will meet at 7:00 p.m., Elder’s Meeting will meet at 8:00 p.m.
The Voter’s meeting will be Sun., October 21st after church in the fellowship hall.  
Here’s a few items on the Voter’s Agenda:
· Budget
· Nomination Committee
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We will celebrate LWML Sunday on October 7th.  All members are invited to wear purple.  A noisy collection will be taken for a mite offering which supports the mission of the church throughout the world.


SUPPORT OUR CATECHISM FAMILIES
We need volunteers to provide a simple snack every Wednesday for 10 Catechism students from 5:20-5:30pm.  In addition, all are welcome to join us for evening Vespers from 5:30-6pm.  


DRIVERS
 Pastor Peitsch is requesting drivers to help him get around for shut-in and hospital calls and the occasional trip to Denison on a Sunday afternoon for worship at the nursing homes there. Please sign-up on the sheet in the back of the church. Thank you for being a part of our ministry here. 


[image: Orphan Grain Train]	In the month of October we will be taking donations for the Orphan Grain Train. Boxes will be in the back of the sanctuary.  Please put the clothes in bags.  Thank you for your donations.

RTL PRAYER CHAIN
The 2018 RTL Prayer Chain is Sunday, October 7th starting promptly at 2:00 p.m. at the Monona County Courthouse front. Please arrive by 1:45 to pick up signs. This is a silent, prayerful vigil, remembering the millions of babies who have died due to abortion, since the 1973 Roe v Wade decision. 

[image: Image result for pro life prayer chain]

PRO-LIFE CHAIN
The annual Life Chain for Pro-Life will be held in Mapleton on Sunday, October 14th. Join fellow pro-lifers from 2:00-3:00 p.m. at the corner of Main and 4th Street in Mapleton (the old stop light corner) to stand for life.  Signs and materials will be provided, or feel free to make your own sign. The event will be held rain or shine. Fellowship to follow. If you have questions, call Sharyl at 882-1121. 	
	

MIDWEEK BIBLE CLASS
[bookmark: _GoBack] Midweek Bible Class will be on Wednesday at 11:00 a.m. in the LYF room. 


LYF HALLOWEEN PARTY
 This year the LYF is hosting the Halloween Party at the Community Building on October 31 at 5:30 p.m. There will be food, games, and hayrides. We need volunteers to help, please talk to Korey Meseck or Mona Pithan for more information. 
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ALL SAINTS
Join us All Saints Sunday, Nov. 4 for recognition of the faithfully departed in this last year: Sally Olson, Elmer Mordhorst, Barbara Timm, Kay Hanson, Leona Goslar and Wayne Ohlmeier.
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BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS FOR OCTOBER
    We are listing Baptismal birthdays to remember and celebrate the day we were adopted into the family of God through the washing of the Holy Spirit. Those having Baptismal birthdays in October are:
Sara Purcell					   2 
Don Petersen-Joyce Vinke			   4
Sandy Bauman-Eldon Teut			   6
Liam Gray					   7
Duane Mordhorst-Ethan Jones		   9
Karen McCall					   10
Dylan Hanson				  	  11
Shirley Gosch-Lynette Thies- Angela Teut     14
Aaron Folk 					  18
Darin Wood					  21
Wyatt Hinds                                                 	  23
Dennis Nelson-John Thies- 
Keegan Bretthauer 				   24
Alyse Bretthauer-George Hull-
Becky Meadows-Mike Ohlmeier		   26
Sally Goslar-Charlys Folk			   27
Elmer Mordhorst-Shane Sorensen		   28
Nisha Hull			        		   31


PLEDGES
October 7th, all members are invited to fill out a pledge to help their own household plan to hear, learn, and support their congregation.  Pledge Plans will be disbursed that Sunday and are in the October newsletter. The cards can be filled out and handed in during the service on Sunday, October 7th. 
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“THY STRONG WORD”
‘Thy Strong Word’ is a 5 min. daily devotional message given by LC-MS pastors of the Denison area and sponsored by area congregations including St. Paul’s.  It is aired at 6:25 a.m., Mon.-Sat. on KDSN, FM107.1
Oc. 1-6			Rev. Richard Merrill
      St. John, CO
Oct. 8-13		Rev. Nathan Peitsch				         	        St. Paul’s, Ute 
Oct. 15-20		Rev. Mark Kluzek
			      St. John, Kiron
Oct. 22-27		Rev. Kurt Kaiser
			      Zion, Denison
Oct. 29 – Nov. 3	Rev. Merrill (vacancy)
			     Triple Parish, Charter Oak

 
GOOD SHEPHERD HOUR
This program is a ½ hour worship service heard on Sioux City, KSCJ, 1360 AM, at 8:00 am


STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
In Proverbs 14:26 we read, “In the fear of the Lord one has strong confidence, and his children will have a refuge.” The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs 9:10), and wisdom is given to us by God. With God’s wisdom, we have assurance of the future. The question of our future was brought up at a meeting between Rev. Dr. Billy Graham, who was on an evangelistic crusade, and the Prime Minister of England, Winston Churchill. Mr. Churchill asked Reverend Graham, “Is there any hope for this world?” Dr. Graham replied, “Yes! I have read the last chapter of the Bible and it says we win.” We need not fear the future. God’s wisdom gives us the confidence to face a deteriorating world with hope and courage. The fear and love of the Lord prompt us to continue to be about His work, knowing that God’s people win.
- Stewardship Advisors - www.stewardshipadvisors.org
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My (Household’s) Pledge Plan for 2019:

· I plan to give the following amount in support of God’s mission at 
St. Paul’s:

				$_____________ per week
		   			    Please return top portion to the church on Sunday October 7th

					   Or

				$_____________ per month




- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

My (Household’s) Pledge Plan for 2019:

· I plan to give the following amount in support of God’s mission at 
St. Paul’s:

				$_____________ per weekPlease detach and keep as a visible reminder of your plan.

		   			    
					   Or

				$_____________ per month

St. Paul’s Mission Statement:
Be faithfully obedient to the living Christ in making disciples of all people.


STEWARDSHIP
AUTOMATIC DEBIT - Several people have approached me with the question of how they can give to the church on a regular basis even though they may not be in the Ute area during part of the year, or they just want to simplify their giving without writing a check each week or month.  An automatic debit from your checking account to St. Paul’s account may be an option.  You can specify an amount and how often this amount should be transferred from your checking account to St. Paul’s account at Community Bank, and it will automatically be done for you.  Your bank can help you fill out a short form.  This debit can be stopped or changed at any time by contacting your bank.  You will want to let the Treasurer know who is making this donation so she can credit you for income tax purposes.
GRAIN - As the harvest approaches, St. Paul’s Stewardship committee would like to remind the farmers that one option for giving is the gift of grain.  A form is included in the newsletter if you want to do this.  This gift is not tax deductible, but you will not declare the amount of the grain as income.


St Paul Lutheran Church
Ute, Iowa

-Gift of Grain-
 from

(Donor name)

(Donor address)

(City, State, Zip)

Amount of Grain: _________________________________________________________

Type of Grain: ____________________________________________________________

I wish to transfer above quantity of grain to:

St Paul Lutheran Church
303 E 4th Street
P.O. Box 139 
Ute, Iowa, 51060-8061


(Signature)

Date_________/____________/_____________

Attention Grain Elevator operator(s):
	Please deposit said grain quantities listed above into an account at your elevator entitled St Paul Lutheran Church   (listed above) and contact their representative at 712-885-2221 office for instructions as to grain disposition. 
	Please send this form along with the payment/appropriate documentation of sale to address listed above. 
	If you have any further questions, or need for additional instructions, please call St Paul Lutheran Church at 712-885-2221 for further instructions. 
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