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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ:
	The holiday season approaches. And Each year we kick off the holidays with a great feast, Thanksgiving. Many have the tradition of recounting the things they are thankful for around the holidays. Some may find this difficult. There are many things that can get in the way of being thankful: difficulties with finances, changes in the weather, sickness, the loss of a loved one. We have many reasons not to be thankful. 
	And yet we read in the Scriptures: 
give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you. 1 Thess. 5:18
In all circumstances, we are told to give thanks. Often though this passage gets a little misunderstood. Give thinks in all circumstances does not mean give thanks for all circumstances. We are not told to shout with joy, “I got in a car accident, thank you Lord!”  It simply doesn’t make sense to be thankful for things that are going wrong, but we still have things to be thankful for, even when things are going wrong. 
	Look throughout the Psalms, or remember the table prayer, “O give thanks unto the Lord for he is good and his mercy endures forever.”  Why should we give thanks?  Because God is good, and his mercy is never-ending. The psalmist reminds us of this several times (Ps 106, 107, 118, 136, not to mention other passages throughout Scripture). We are reminded of this so many times because it can be easy to forget. When things go wrong, when life gets us down, we need that reminder, God is good, his mercy, his steadfast-love endures forever. 
	When it comes to being thankful in all circumstances, it can be difficult, but it is also a matter of choosing your attitude. You choose to be thankful. You choose to look for things to be thankful for. The Psalmist tells us:  
I will give thanks to the LORD with my whole heart; I will recount all of your wonderful deeds. Psalm 9:1
One good way to help us choose that thankful attitude is for us to recount the wonderful deeds God has done for us. He created us, He sustains us, He sent His son to redeem us. He raised that Son, Jesus Christ from the dead. 
	Because of these things, even in the midst of our sorrow, our difficulties in life, our struggles with money, our problems with pain and sickness, or any problems we may be having, we can give thanks because we know that by faith in Jesus, we will be raised, just as He was. We can recount the great and awesome deeds of our Lord and find a reason to give thanks.
	Finally, John gives us one final reason to give thanks. We give thanks because we are looking forward to the day when Christ will come to reign. 
 “We give thanks to you, Lord God Almighty, who is and who was, for you have taken your great power and begun to reign.” Rev. 11:17
When He returns to reign, there will be no more trouble, no more sorrow, no more sin. Christ will reign supreme and we will live in His glorious kingdom.  Let us therefore give thanks to the Lord God, for He is good and His steadfast love endures forever. 
In Christ,
Pastor Nathan Peitsch

DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME ENDS
Don’t forget to set your clocks back an hour before going to bed on Saturday, November 3.[image: D:\Color\clock_14618c.jpg]
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ALL SAINTS
Join us All Saints Sunday, Nov. 4th for recognition of the faithfully departed in this last year: Sally Olson, Elmer Mordhorst, Barbara Timm, Kay Hanson, Leona Goslar, Barbara Hanson and Wayne Ohlmeier
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Thank you for the donations for Orphan Grain Train.  The next month we will be taking clothes is April.
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Our Thanksgiving Eve Service will be on 
Wednesday, November 21 at 7 p.m.
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NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
The newsletter this month is sponsored in honor of cancer patients & their families.  Please contact the office if you’d like to sponsor the newsletter. The cost is $37. 
SUGGESTIONS FOR A SAFE WINTER
As we head into the winter months, realize that snow and cold awaits us.  At times, services may be held in less than ideal conditions. We encourage those with special concerns for dangerous conditions to use suitable caution.  Reasonable effort will be made to have sidewalks clear, and ice melt placed where needed.  Be cautious of the north parking lot, especially on mornings after a thaw and refreezing.  We understand that for some it may be wiser to listen to services at home and not take chances.  
   If the weather is so severe that services are cancelled, it will be announced on KDSN radio: 107.1 FM and 1530 AM, and posted on church facebook and website. We will also use membercaller in the event of a cancellation. Please make sure we have your current phone number.
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“THY STRONG WORD”
‘Thy Strong Word’ is a daily devotion airing at 6:25 a.m. Monday through Saturday on KDSN 107.1FM).  
Nov. 5-10		Rev. Andrew Johnson
      Trinity, Manilla
Nov. 12-17		Rev. Merle Mahnken			         	        Immanuel, Schleswig 
Nov. 19-24		Rev. David Loeschen
			      Bethlehem/Our Savior
Nov. 26-Dec. 1	Rev. Richard Merrill
      St. John, CO
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UPDATE  as of October 21, 2018
	2018
	General Fund
	Missions
	Spec. Missions
(Zion School)

	Projected for the Year
	 $132,214 
	 $11,000 
	 $5,000 

	Year-to-date
	$74,867
	$7,220
	$1,070

	Still Needed
	$57,347
	$3,780
	$3,930


BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS FOR NOVEMBER
    We are listing Baptismal birthdays to remember and celebrate the day we were adopted into the family of God through the washing of the Holy Spirit. Those having Baptismal birthdays in November are:
Ethan Winsor	1
Tory Greder	2
Sierra Sorensen	4
Jenna Hanson	6
Nick Goslar-Jeremy Creese-Gavin Purcell	7
Judi Krohn       	10
Todd Teut	11
Michael Sorensen	14
John Dorale	15
Brian Vinke 	17 
Deanna Sorensen	18
Payton Thies, Preston Thies	23
Dylan Meadows, Katy Krohn	24
Kevin Vogt	25
Bruce Mohr, Ronnie Kroll	26
Lauryn Bernholtz                  	27
Ray Dorale	29
ADVENT DEVOTIONS FROM LHM
Every year Lutheran Hour Ministries makes available Advent devotions. Copies of this devotion can be picked up at church in mid-November. You can also read the devotion each day at www.lhm.org/advent. 
The Coming King
What God has done for the world is most intimately expressed in the life of His Son Jesus. In The Coming King, explore God’s marvelous work through the lives of those who were on the scene at the time of the Savior’s birth.
The coming Savior’s birth was foretold by the prophets of old and later experienced by many who were on hand as He came into this world. Mary and Joseph, Zechariah and Elizabeth, Simeon, shepherds, wise men from the east, a legion of angels, and even King Herod—all play their parts in the Gospel narratives that speak of the Savior’s incarnation. Explore the many ways their lives were touched as God became one of us, for each of us, in The Coming King.
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My (In kind) Pledge Plan for 2019

Sign up for one or more. If you have any questions please call the church office. 
You can put this in the blue box on the back table in church or church office. 


· Be on a committee for lawn mowing.

· Be on a committee for snow removal.

· Be on a committee for cleaning church.

· Be on a committee to bring treats for catechism.	

· Be a funeral usher. 

· Be an usher. 

· Be on the Altar Guild.

· Help trustees with projects. 

· Be a Sunday School teacher or helper.

Name: ___________________________                      Phone No. _____________________

St. Paul’s Mission Statement:
Be faithfully obedient to the living Christ in making disciples of all people.
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