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Early July our country celebrates its independence from Great Britain.  This, like many other separations, turned out to be a really good thing for both groups of people.  

But independence or separation does not always end up going well.  Our first parents—Adam and Eve—were tempted by the devil to become independent from God.  The devil “said to the woman, ‘Did God actually say, “You shall not eat of any tree in the garden”?’”  (Genesis 3:1)

Questioning God and his motives has been a common practice in all cultures—even among Christians.  Why can’t we Christians truly believe God that he will do all that he has promised?  

Instead, we doubt God and then we try to find solutions to a problem independently of God.  Our pride sticks out its chest and we march blindly forward concluding that we can do all things outside of God.

When our solutions cause more problems, we stumble and fall.  Why can’t we simply confess our sins to God—acknowledge that we have tried separating ourselves from him—and then receive God’s sweet, life-giving forgiveness?  Instead of separating ourselves from God, “Seek the LORD while he may be found; call upon him while he is near.”  (Isaiah 55:6)


Message from Elders,
As the June rains cease and we begin a new month of July, we celebrate our country’s birthday. We also celebrate and thank the Lord for his guidance in selecting our calling for Pastor Nathan Peitsch from St Paul Lutheran in Fort Dodge. Our hopes are high that he accepts our call and we pray that this is God’s will. We also pray for St Paul Fort Dodge, that if accepted, their struggles to fill that vacancy be minimal. 

Also a reminder that Sunday Church service moves to 8:00am 
 
They celebrate your abundant goodness and joyfully sing of your righteousness. Psalms 145:7




REMINDER 
Starting July 1st, Sunday Worship Service is at 8:00 a.m. through September.


INSTALLATION OF OFFICERS  
The 2018 elected officers will be installed Sunday, July 8 during the Divine service.


QUARTERLY MEETINGS
The regular Quarterly meetings will take place in July.  On July 27th, Council Meeting will meet at 7:00 p.m.
The Voter’s meeting will be Sun., July 29th after church in the fellowship hall.
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Thank you to Eldon & Creta Teut for donating the flowers this month in honor of their 61st wedding anniversary on July 19th. 


“THY STRONG WORD”
‘Thy Strong Word’ is a daily devotion airing at 6:25 a.m. Monday through Saturday on KDSN 107.1FM).  
July 2-7		Rev. Kurt Kaiser
      Zion, Denison
July 9-14		Rev. Merrill (vacancy)
      Triple Parish, CO
July 16-21		Rev. Andrew Johnson				         	        Trinity, Manilla 
July 23-28		Rev. Merle Mahnken
			      Immanuel, Schleswig 
July 30-August 4	Rev. David Loeschen
      Bethlehem/Our Savior
August 6-11		Rev. Richard Merrill
      St. John, CO
August 13-18		Rev. Chris LaBoube				         	        St. Paul’s, Ute 
August 20-25		Rev. Mark Kluzek
			      Faith, Deloit
August 27-Sept. 1	Rev. Joshua Keinath
			      Zion, Denison
RAGBRAI - JULY 22, 2018
The RABRAI Committee has decided to jointly with St. Matthew’s sell homemade pieces of fruit pie out of the Senior Center on July 22. We are asking every household from St. Paul’s to donate a 9” homemade fruit pie, if you do not bake we have a list of people that will bake them for you at a cost of $15. We need 100 pies from St. Paul’s. We also need volunteers to help on the 22nd. The pies will need to be delivered to the senior center on July 21 where they will be cut and packaged. I think I have enough volunteer for that day.
Please contact me by July 8th, if you are going to need someone to bake your pie for you or if you were going to do it yourself.  Thank you
                          Tammy Bramley   265-1199
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RAGBRAI SPAGHETTI FUNDRAISER
LYF is having a $10.00 all you can eat Spaghetti meal on Sunday, July 22 starting at 9:30 a.m. until food is gone. If you would like to help on the 22nd, please contact the church or Korey Meseck. 


NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
The newsletter this month is sponsored by Bill & Jeanette Urwiler 
Please contact the office if you’d like to sponsor the newsletter. The cost is $37. 
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CAMP OKOBOJI 

SUMMER CAMPS
 Mark the following dates on your schedule.  Speak with Sunday School Teachers, Board of Ed, or Pastor about Camp:
· Cub Week, 07/15-21, Grades 3-6
· Jr. High Week, 07/8-14, Grades 6-8
· Youth Week, 07/22-28, Grades 9-12

QUILT AUCTION
Camp Okoboji Aux. Annual Quilt Auction is Saturday, July 7th at 12:30 p.m. at Camp Okoboji.  You may view the quilts @ 9:00 a.m. or view them online at www.campokoboji.org click on quilts pin and view!  Support your camp!
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	For more information on what is happening at Camp Okoboji you can go to their website: campokoboji.org


THIS IS THE LIFE
Great News!  The Main Street Living Television program is coming to the Iowa West District!  It will be aired weekly on KCAU, channel 9 in Sioux City, at 10:00 am every Sunday Morning beginning on October 7 of this year.  The first 30 minutes will feature the acclaimed “This is the Life” program from Lutheran Hour Ministries.  These programs are re-mastered and brought to HD format.  The final 30 minutes is a modified Lutheran worship service that will feature Pastors of the LCMS from the local Sioux City area.  A different Pastor will be featured each week.
Main Street Living started airing in South Dakota on January 6, 2002.  It has become an important asset for shut-ins and others who cannot or do not attend church on a regular basis. Since January, 2017, the Board of directors of Main Street Living has set out on a plan of expanding the ministry. This planned expansion has the enthusiastic endorsement of Iowa West District President, Rev. Steve Turner.

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS FOR JULY/AUG.
    We are listing Baptismal birthdays to remember and celebrate the day we were adopted into the family of God through the washing of the Holy Spirit. Those having Baptismal birthdays are:

July Baptismal Birthdays:
Bette Amunson				2
Kellen Anderson, Debra Nutt, James Thies	7	
Teagyn Greder				10
Deanne Hanson				11	
Nathan Mohr					13
Barbara Hanson				14
Nina Hull					16
Doris Thompson, Jase BeBout		17
Phillip Hinds					20
Elizabeth Jones				21
Brook (Bretthauer) Shufflebarger		22
Terri Mohr					23
Derek Meadows, Nicholas Meadows		26
Dorothy Gust					29
Kenneth Amunson, Gordon Carritt, 		30
Brittany Christiansen						
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August Baptismal Birthdays:
Larry Meadows, Theodore Nutt		1
Thomas Sorensen				2
Ashley Ewoldt, Herman Neddermeyer Jr., 	3
Macie Rubida						    
Bill Creese					6
Ramona Pithan				7
Brock Nelson, Melissa Josephsen		10
John Manley					14
Shawn Goslar					15
Terry Watke					16
Tadd Eneboe, Christopher Thies		17
Michael Mordhorst				18 
Kristal Mordhorst				19
Henry Buschmann Jr.				23
Jacquelin Marth, Joyce Mordhorst, 		25
Harvey Thies, Henry Mohr				        
Tanis Watke					26
John Greder, Brynn Leitz			28
Karen Koch, Judy Meadows			29
Jerod Thies					30
Becky Mordhorst				31


St. Paul’s Lutheran Church            
Vacation Bible School
Sunday, July 15 – Thursday, July 19
6:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.
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Please pass the word and welcome any kids from age 3 through 6th grades.  
You can pre-register your child using the form attached or register online at www.facebook.com/stpaulsute and click on the VBS web address or call 712-885-2221.  Pre-registration is appreciated but not required.
If you would like to help one day to all days ----group leader/crafts/instructor/games/food/etc., please call the church office, Gina Hull, Korey Meseck or Angie Teut. 
CAMPFIRE AND SMORES 
WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 3RD
8:00 PM



CAMPFIRE 
WEDNESDAY, JULY 18TH 
8:00 PM


St. Paul’s VBS Closing Program
Thursday, July 19th
7:30 PM
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