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Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
	Advent is upon us, which means Christmas is just around the corner. We’ve been seeing all the Christmas ads from the stores, many of you I imagine have started playing Christmas music at home. And of course there are all the decorations to be putting out and getting ready. In fact, it seems that Christmas starts earlier every year as stores get ready and families decorate. So much so, that the Advent season seems to get drowned out in all the Christmas festivities. 
	And yet, Advent is an important time in the church year. Advent is a time of preparation for Christmas. It was originally set aside as a time of personal reflection, penitence, and meditation. This was done so that we could reflect on the coming of Christ for us, poor sinners. In fact, the Christmas season itself doesn’t officially start until December 25. On that day the 12 days of Christmas begin, ending with the celebration of Epiphany, recalling the day the wisemen visited Jesus. 
	Have you ever noticed how children like to count down the days until something exciting happens? You tell them you’re going on a trip and they will count down the days. You tell them friends are coming over or they know a birthday is near and the countdown begins. Advent is our season of countdown. Christmas is an exciting holiday. It is the celebration of God come down to earth in human flesh to redeem His people. And with it being such a great day to celebrate, it makes sense that we take time to prepare for that celebration. John the Baptist spent many years in the wilderness preparing the way for Jesus. Matthew speaks of John in this way:
In those days John the Baptist came preaching in the wilderness of Judea, “Repent, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.” For this is he who was spoken of by the prophet Isaiah when he said, “The voice of one crying in the wilderness: ‘Prepare the way of the Lord; make his paths straight.’” Matthew 3:1-3
John was sent to get everyone ready. Advent is here for that same reason, to get us ready to celebrate Jesus coming, and to help us look forward to when Jesus returns. To that end, the Advent wreath acts as a sort of countdown for us as we count down the weeks until Christmas. 
	As we go through this season of Advent together, let us remember it’s a walk not a run. Christmas will get here, but in the meantime, let us prepare our hearts. Think about why Jesus had to come down to earth in the first place, not just because of Adam and Eve and the first sin in the garden, but because of every sin we commit each day. 
	We don’t deserve the salvation Jesus came to win for us, but because of God’s great love for us, He sent His Son to earth, to live, to suffer, to die, and to rise. Through these, we have the hope of eternal life. This is the reason we celebrate Christmas. This is the reason Christmas has all the traditions it  does: evergreens, reminding us of the eternal life Jesus came to win for us; lights, reminding us of Jesus, the light of the world; gifts, reminding us of the very special gift God has given us in sending His Son to die for us. 
	So this Advent season remember to take time to prepare. Prepare your hearts, remember why Jesus came in the first place, and spend time in personal devotion. Prepare yourselves for His return, because we as Christians are all looking forward to that second coming when Christ takes us to be with Him in glory. And prepare to celebrate the birth of our Savior. Buy your gifts, bake the cookies, deck the halls, but never forget why we do all this preparation. And don’t let Christmas be a one day holiday, let the celebration continue as you praise God for the great gift He sent us that first Christmas long ago. 
A blessed Advent to you all,
Pastor Nathan Peitsch
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ADVENT SERVICE 
We will be having Midweek Advent services on Wednesday night December 5, 12, and 19th at 7:00 p.m. 
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Sunday School will begin earlier at 8:30 a.m. during the month of December for Christmas Eve Practice.  All children who plan to be in the Christmas Eve Program must come to practice.[image: D:\Color\stockings_1139c.tif]
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Congregation members are invited to donate poinsettias to beautify the church during the Christmas season.  They may be brought in and left on the table in the overflow room.  Put your name on a label and attach it to the container. Fill out the sheet with your name and who is being remembered. 



EVERYONE IS INVITED
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Sunday School 
Christmas Eve 
Program

December 24, 6:00 p.m.
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December 25th at 10:00 a.m. we will be have our Christmas Day Service with Holy Communion. 





2019 OFFERING ENVELOPES
Offering envelope boxes for 2019 will be on the back table in alphabetical order by last name.  Please take yours when you attend and help in getting them to others. 
The stewardship secretary encourages every member to use their offering envelopes.  This will make it easier for our treasurer to accurately credit you at the year end for tax purposes. 
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IN KIND PLEDGES
In the back of the sanctuary you will find a blue box labeled “In Kind”. Please consider how you can volunteer to help take care of things around the church. This includes, but is not limited to: serving on boards or committees, snow removal, lawn care, cleaning floors or bathrooms, or any number of service opportunities. Please fill out the In-Kind pledge form in the newsletter or found in the back of the sanctuary and add it to the box. Remember we are all part of God’s family here at St Paul’s and it takes the whole family to keep things running smoothly. As St Paul states, “So we, though many, are one body in Christ, and individually members one of another. Having gifts that differ according to the grace given to us, let us use them…" Rom. 12:5-6a
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NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
The newsletter this month is sponsored in honor of cancer patients & their families.  Please contact the office if you’d like to sponsor the newsletter. The cost is $37. 






LET'S MEET OUR GOAL
 St. Paul's has not met our budget in the last several years.  This year can be different.  Our Budget committee has met to cut back some expenses.  Our Stewardship Secretary is encouraging greater membership involvement and in kind service to tighten up our spending. Let's meet our goal for the sake of God's Word proclaimed in our community and throughout the world.

 As of November 25, 2018
	2018
	General Fund
	Missions
	Spec. Missions
(Zion School)

	Projected for the Year
	 $132,214 
	 $11,000 
	 $5,000 

	Year-to-date
	$100,542
	$7,975
	$1,070

	Still Needed
	$31,672
	$3,025
	$3,930
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BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS FOR DECEMBER
    We are listing Baptismal birthdays to remember and celebrate the day we were adopted into the family of God through the washing of the Holy Spirit. Those having Baptismal birthdays in December are:
Jamison Thies, Kendyl Purcell		1
Gloria Barnett				10
Barb Lorenzen, Johannes Bumsted	13
Mark Teut					17
Nathan Vogt 			    	           19 
Wyatt Teut					21
Suelinn Nelson, Caden Kuhlmann		23
Marilyn Neddermeyer, Holly Thies		25
Keenan Riddle	                                 26   
Nicole Norotsky				30
Lois Pottorff					31
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THANK YOU!
On behalf of the staff, congregations and church workers of Iowa District West I want to say thank you for your financial partnership during the third quarter of 2018.  Your gifts, among other things, help support youth ministry across the District, including the junior and senior youth gatherings.  Thank you for your partnership in Christ’s mission!  President Steve Turner, Iowa District West
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“THY STRONG WORD”
‘Thy Strong Word’ is a daily devotion airing at 6:25 a.m. Monday through Saturday on KDSN 107.1FM).  
Dec 3-8		Rev. Nathan Peitsch
      St. Paul’s, Ute
Dec 10-15		Rev. Mark Kluzek			         	        		Faith, Deloit
Dec 17-22		Rev. Joshua Keinath
			      Zion, Denison
Dec 24-29		Rev. Richard Merrill
Triple Parich, C.O.
Dec 31-Jan 5		Rev. Andrew Johnson
Trinity, Manilla
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SUGGESTIONS FOR A SAFE WINTER
At times, services may be held in less than ideal conditions. We encourage those with special concerns for dangerous conditions to use suitable caution.  Reasonable effort will be made to have sidewalks clear, and ice melt placed where needed.  Be cautious of the north parking lot, especially on mornings after a thaw and refreezing.  
   If the weather is so severe that services are cancelled, it will be announced on KDSN radio: 107.1 FM and 1530 AM, and posted on church facebook and website. We will also use membercaller in the event of a cancellation. Please make sure we have your current phone number.
ST. PAUL’S UTE - MEMBERS
NURSING HOMES
1. Delbert Olson
2. Lois Potteroff
Mapleheights Nursing Home
2 Sunrise Ave.
Mapleton, IA  51034
3. Gertrude Eneboe
Dunlap Nursing
1403 Harrison Rd
	Dunlap, IA 51529
4. Ruth Seieroe
Pleasant View Care Center
200 Shannon Drive 
Whiting, IA 51063
(712) 458-2417
5. Lillian Koch
Willow Creek Apartments
620 14th Ave NE, Apt. 2
Le Mars, IA 51031
(712) 541-6143
6.  Bernice Schuitema
Country Care Center
725 Hwy 59
PO Box 351
Harlan, IA 51537 
(712) 744-3453
SHUT-IN
7. Norman Meadows
P.O. 91
Ute, IA 51060
8. Vernon Thies 
832 Ring St. 
Mapleton, IA 51034
9. Ella Fester 
P.O. Box 77
Ute, IA 51060
10.  Eldon Teut 
219 E 4th St. 
Ute, IA 51060
11.  Lorrie Moffit
321 S. Lars Ave
Ute, IA 51060
12.  Glenn & Carol Ullerich
2 Sunrise Ave.  Apt 2
Mapleton, IA 51034



My (In kind) Pledge Plan for 2019

Sign up for one or more. If you have any questions please call the church office. 
You can put this in the blue box on the back table in church or church office. 


· Be on a committee for lawn mowing.

· Be on a committee for snow removal.

· Be on a committee for cleaning church.

· Be on a committee to bring treats for catechism.	

· Be a funeral usher. 

· Be an usher. 

· Be on the Altar Guild.

· Help trustees with projects. 

· Be a Sunday School teacher or helper.

Name: ___________________________                      Phone No. _____________________

St. Paul’s Mission Statement:
Be faithfully obedient to the living Christ in making disciples of all people.












[image: Snowflakes]EVERYONE IS INVITED!!
Men, Women & Children

LCW
CHRISTMAS
POTLUCK
[image: ]

St. Paul’s Fellowship Hall
Wednesday, December 12th
12:00 p.m. Noon
You can bring a dish to share.
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