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What to Read/Where do I start? 








nce we set a place and a time in our day to read God’s Word, it happens.  It’s part of our day and our life.  It can even be a part of our life together.  That was our goal last month:
Goal- Talk with the members of your household about daily devotions as a priority in your Christian life.  Ask them to do it with you.  

When you do something enough it becomes more familiar to you and in a way, easier.  It’s true with riding a bike, doing the dishes, and reading the Bible.  But if you’re unfamiliar with the Bible, it can scary.  It’s so big, so long, so many books, chapters, numbers, topics, doctrines, history, people, etc.  
[image: http://ffoz.org/discover/images/bs-flipping-through-bible.jpg][image: http://www.plainbibleteaching.com/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/scared-bible1.jpg]
It’s hard to know
where to begin.


[image: Image result for finger pointing to myself]But everyone has to start somewhere.  Maybe it’s by googling where something is in the Bible and then reading that whole chapter to understand the full context.  Maybe you begin by picking a book you always wanted to know more about.  Maybe you just start at Genesis or Matthew and go from there.

Before you Read
Wherever you begin—whatever book you read—you already are bringing your own mind, experiences, and personal life to the Bible.  This is called your presupposition or bias.  It’s who you are, or what you’re thinking about at the time.  It’s not necessarily wrong or right, but you need to be aware of it.  In fact, it can’t be avoided.  “Everyone is from somewhere.”  This is in part, a good thing about our post-modern society.  We recognize the different experiences each one of us has and how that may or may not affect us.  When reading the Bible for example, if you’re thinking about heaven, you may find an insight in what you’re reading that teaches you something about heaven.  However, our thoughts can also impede our interpretation.  If we read something into the Bible that it’s not saying we can misinterpret God’s Word.  This is a fault to our post modernity-it doesn’t teach truth. The truth is, the Bible is always right, we’re not.  So our job is to be aware of our presuppositions and read out of the Bible what God says, not what we think.

[image: http://2.bp.blogspot.com/-FEcFGinvpbs/U5tZgkqIwYI/AAAAAAAABsg/6ooLFxfUNSk/s1600/Books+of+the+Bible.png]TOOLS! 
[bookmark: _GoBack]There are many tools to help us better understand what God’s Word says and how it applies to us.  Sometimes it helps just to know some background on the author or the audience of the prophet or apostle.  Study Bibles, Bible handbooks, atlas’s, and even the internet can help us. But we should be careful, because some resources bring their own set of false assumptions.  That’s why the Lutheran church teaches that Holy Scripture is the “norma normatas.”  That means Scripture itself is the determiner of a good tool or a bad tool.  If a commentary or a sermon disagrees with the Bible, it’s not a good tool—like using a saw to hammer a nail.  This is why many people leave the church—because the teachers in the church can err.  Many other denominations use the wrong tools: feelings, opinions, nationalism, or the pope.  As Lutherans we may not appreciate what we have until it’s gone.  We use Scripture’s own tools—the Law and the Gospel.  Throughout the year in the Children’s Sermon we are learning what the Law and the Gospel are and how they help us understand God’s Word.  Keep listening to the Children’s Sermons in order to help you understand the Word of God taught in the sermon.
Goal- As you read, make an outline, summarize the points the Bible is making, or simply pray responding back to God what He taught you in His Word.
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This year’s Lenten Sermon Series is, “The Art of Living by Faith.” The structure and sequence of the series is shaped by the theological contributions of two catechisms of Martin Luther. The selection of this topic is timely for 2017 for two reasons. 
First, as you are well aware, 2017 is the 500th anniversary of the Reformation. Fewer and fewer people are aware of the Reformation’s contribution both to the church and to the larger society. This sermons series accents the theme of faith, as justification by faith was the joyful message of the Reformation. No better text brings this message home for people in the pew than does Luther’s Small Catechism that, in the sixteenth century, earned the well-deserved title, “The Layman’s Bible.” 
The second reason this topic is timely is that our synodical explanation of Luther’s catechism has been undergoing a revision (which should make its appearance in early 2018). This revision is guided by Luther’s thought and theology of the catechism while providing a point of departure for addressing contemporary issues in a biblical and catechetical manner.
Week 1: The Christian Life Is the Art of Living by Faith (an overview of the shape of life described by the catechism). 
Week 2: It is Impossible for Us to Live without Faith (focus will be on the all-important first commandment and will draw on Luther’s brilliant explanation of it in the Large Catechism) 
Week 3: Created to Live from the Inexhaustible Life of God (focus will be on the first article and what it means to be a creature of God). 
Week 4: Justification by Faith Restores Us to Life as God’s Creatures (who are now also adopted as his children). 
Week 5: Lord and Giver of Life (focuses on the Spirit and gift of life, both temporal and eternal). 
Week 6: The Battle Cry of Faith (the art of living by faith leads us into battle against the forces of unbelief that would draw us away from God). 
Maundy Thursday 
Good Friday: God’s Lightning Rod 
Easter: The Dawn of the New Creation
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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME
Don’t forget to set clocks ahead an hour before going to bed on Saturday, March 11th.  

[image: spring15]


FREEWILL DONATION FOR MAR. 5 MEAL 
We are offering a free meal catered by AK on March 5, but we still need to pay for it.  There is a blue box on the back table where you can place your donations.  Thank you.


THRIVENT CHOICE DOLLARS
  Grant funding from Thrivent Financial through its Thrivent Choice program can help support organizations you care about. Eligible Thrivent Financial members who have Choice Dollars available have until March 31, 2017 to direct any remaining 2016 Choice Dollars.  Go to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to learn more.  Or call 800-847-4836 and say “Thrivent Choice” after the prompt. 


“THY STRONG WORD”
‘Thy Strong Word’ is a daily devotion airing at 6:25 a.m. Monday through Saturday on KDSN 107.1FM).  

Feb. 27-Mar.4		Rev. Conner (vacancy)
							Trinity, Manilla 
Mar. 6-11			Rev. Merle Mahnken
Immanuel, Schleswig
Mar. 13-18			Rev. David Loeschen												Bethlehem/Our Savior
Mar. 20-25			Rev. Richard Merrill 
							St. John, Charter Oak 
Mar. 27-Apr. 1	Rev. Marcus Manley
							St. Paul, Ute



LENTEN DEVOTIONS 
Every year Lutheran Hour Ministries makes available Lenten devotions. Copies of this devotion can be picked up from the back table in church.
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The season of Lent is one of thoughtful reflection. During this time of the church calendar, Christians ponder the unfolding events that led to Jesus’ condemnation and crucifixion: His triumphal march into Jerusalem on Palm Sunday; His firm words of warning about the events to come; His sham trial, brutal scourging, and horrific crucifixion. No day could be any darker; no travesty more calamitous than the slaying of God’s own Beloved Son. And yet, that’s what we find on Golgotha: our sins demanding His death on a cross to satisfy the Father’s righteous judgment. 
Taken from the cross, the lifeless form of Christ was placed in another man’s tomb. With that action the world thought the ordeal complete, the savagery it had witnessed something it could now put behind it. But God’s work wasn’t quite done. Three days later, out of a sealed tomb—guarded to prevent theft—Jesus rose from the dead. And with that thunderous crescendo, mankind’s disgrace and ruin, which had destined it for eternal slaughter, is forgiven through the blood of Christ. 
Lent is when we turn our eyes to the cross. It is there where Jesus, the sinless Son of God, suffered the indignity and shame of dying for our sins. And it is there where God’s wrath was satisfied by His Beloved Son’s supreme sacrifice, winning salvation for all who call Him their Savior. 


NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
The newsletter this month is sponsored in honor of cancer patients & their families.  
Please contact the office if you’d like to sponsor the newsletter. The cost is $37. 
BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS FOR MARCH  
We are listing Baptismal birthdays to remember and celebrate the day we were adopted into the family of God through the washing of the Holy Spirit. Those having Baptismal birthdays in March are: 
Amy Riddle												4
Loretta Hinrichsen, Jaxson Thies					5
Barb Timm, Amy Manley, Emilee Meadows		8
Kade Ohlmeier	   10
Norma Berens, Alyssa Thies		12
Lisa Thies		13
Kay Hanson, Gregory Hinrichsen		14
Kenley Bretthauer-Stephens		15
Ryan Goslar		18
Kevin Savery 		19
Landon Mohr		20
Carter Leitz		21
Bryan Rosburg, Brenda Savery, Logan Vinke	24
Sharon Gosch, Virginia Keating, 
Carolyn Seieroe, Kaitlyn Conto, Quintin Conto	25	    
Duncan Purcell, Amanda Thies	   26
Anna Manley	   31
[image: baptism 001]


BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION
Show the students of Charter Oak-Ute how much you care by helping them collect Box Tops for Education. You can make a difference for the Charter Oak-Ute School in nearly every aisle of your grocery store. Clip Box Tops for Education from hundreds of your favorite brands and drop them off at the collection sites. Drop Off Containers may be found at St. John's Lutheran Church in Charter Oak, the Triple Parish churches of Ricketts, Charter Oak City Hall, Community Bank in Ute, St. Paul's Lutheran Church in Ute and Soldier Speedee Stop or send them to school with your favorite student, grandchild, or neighborhood kids. The money raised with your box top donations will go towards additional playground equipment for the students. Get busy and start clipping!
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For more information you can go to http://www.missioncentral.us/ and click on the events.



MARCH HELPERS
Elders: Todd Teut
Ushers: Steve Gust, Russ Rosburg, Cody Rosburg,  
Jeremy Creese, Caleb Creese 
Altar: Linda Riddle, Deanna Sorensen
Wed. Mar. 1- Finance: Linda Riddle, Dave Ehlers, 
                		Russ & Heather Rosburg
Acolytes: Jenna Hanson, Kendra Creese
Sun. Mar. 5- Finance: Audrey Gust, 
Chris Christiansen,   
                		Don & Teresa Morhorst
Screen: Calliyah Mareau
Acolytes: Ethan Kuhlmann, Brenner Jung
Wed. Mar. 8 – Finance: Lou & Ron Goslar, 
Kim King 
Acolytes: Katy Krohn, Kendra Creese
Sun. Mar. 12 - Finance: Don Petersen, 
           				Loretta Hinrichsen, 
Nick & Dolly Goslar
			Screen: Kendra Creese
Acolytes: Thomas Sorensen, Jamison Thies
Wed. Mar. 15- Finance: Audrey Gust, 
Chris Christiansen,   
            Don & Teresa Morhorst 
Acolytes: Jamison Thies, Beau Mohr
Sun. Mar. 19 - Finance: Lou & Ron Goslar, 
Kim King 
Screen: Katy Krohn
Acolytes: Brenner Jung, Thomas Sorensen
Wed. Mar. 22 - Finance: Don Petersen, 
           Loretta Hinrichsen, 
Nick & Dolly Goslar 
Acolytes: Calliyah Mareau, Beau Mohr
Sun. Mar. 26 - Finance: Linda Riddle, Dave Ehlers, 
                		Russ & Heather Rosburg
Screen: Jenna Hanson
Acolytes: Teja Teneyck, Katy Krohn
Wed. Mar.29 – Finance: Lou & Ron Goslar, 
Kim King 
Acolytes: Thomas Sorensen, Jamison Thies












SUGGESTIONS FOR A SAFE WINTER
	As we head into the winter months, realize that snow and cold awaits us.  At times, services may be held in less than ideal conditions. We encourage those with special concerns for dangerous conditions to use suitable caution.  Reasonable effort will be made to have sidewalks clear, and ice melt placed where needed.  Be cautious of the north parking lot, especially on mornings after a thaw and refreezing.  We understand that for some it may be wiser to listen to services at home and not take chances.  Please call the church office and ask if you have any questions about weather concerns or interest in listening at home.
   If the weather is so severe that services are cancelled, it will be announced on KDSN radio: 107.1 FM and 1530 AM, hopefully by 7:30. Services will be held if some can attend safely. 
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Jennie
Wlliomson,

of AriSon Music,
will be presenting

A Concert
on Monday, March 6
at 1:30 & 6:30 at
Zion Lutheran Church
in Denison!

Everyone is Welcome!
Admission is free-
Donations accepted.
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