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THE VOICE

ST. PAUL’S EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
THE LORD’S SUPPER = HOLY COMMUNION
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hat makes Holy Communion so 

special…so important…so holy???

The LORD.  Pastor Naomichi Masaki says it this way: “It is the LORD’s Supper.”  Do you get the emphasis?  It is not your supper or my supper but the LORD’S.
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When confessing the Lord’s Supper and what it is, why it is, how it is, etc. Luther teaches us to go straight to the Lord’s Words.  “Our Lord Jesus Christ on the night He was betrayed took bread…”  These are the Words all Christians should learn when they are catechized.  In fact, Luther was known for requesting members to recite these words as he visited their home…if they were unable—no Supper for you.


But, why so strict?  Some may wonder why Lutheran’s (The Missouri Synod) are open arms to all sinners being welcome at church…even babies are to be baptized…but then all of a sudden only “members in good standing” can receive the Lord’s Supper.  Why do we restrict the means of grace in this instance like an exclusive country club?

START WITH THE LORD


God made the heavens and the earth by speaking.  He commanded his church to baptize in His name.  He instituted the church (Matt. 16:16) and His Supper by the authority of His Word.  The reason why we celebrate and receive The LORD’s Supper is simple: because Jesus said so; “Do this in remembrance of me” (Lk. 22:19) As often as you eat this bread and drink this cup you proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes” (1 Cor. 11:26).


It is not your meal.  You’re not in charge.  You individually do not get to run the church.  You are not in charge of your own spiritual care or your own faith.  You are not in charge…and guess what…neither is the pastor.  God is in charge.  Jesus has all authority.  He says what the church is, what Communion is, and what the truth is.  When we begin with our feelings, our perspective, our thinking, or our opinion we are immediately off to a false start.  Do not begin speaking about matters of faith spoken of in God’s Word this way: “I think…” or “I feel…”  You can be wrong.  The pastor can be wrong in what he thinks.  God can’t.  It is the LORD’s Word and the LORD’s SUPPER.  We show our love to God by listening to LORD.

THE BIBLE SAYS


Whereas Jesus says baptism and preaching the Gospel is for all people (Matt. 28:19) even children (Acts 2:39), He does not do the same with the LORD’s Supper.  The LORD specifically instituted His Supper during the celebration of the Passover Seder with His 12 disciples.  Later the same Apostles do not consecrate or celebrate Holy Communion until after they receive power from on high (the Holy Spirit) at Pentecost.  


St. Paul inspired by the Holy Spirit specifically says how this great meal can be received wrongly even in judgment or sin when one does not discern the body (1 Cor. 11:27-9).  This means that those who receive the Lord’s body and blood (11:24-25) without believing Jesus’ word are sinning.  This great meal which is the very way in which God saves us can also be the very way in which others are damned.  Like swallowing a pill you’re not supposed to take.  Jesus is called the stumbling block for a reason (1 Pet. 2:8).  Those who don’t believe Him stumble and can even be crushed.
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LOGICAL DISCIPLINE


Any group must have some sort of parameters, otherwise the group/assembly/church has no definition.  Like a country without borders is no country so a church without truth is not a church.  Christ instituted His church which rules by His Word not the sword.  The church’s discipline isn’t to lock someone up in jail or to waterboard them or any sort of physical punishment.  The church simply stands on the Word of God.  When a member—who by the way, publicly has stated in confirmation that they will adhere to all doctrine and practice of said church body—chooses to live or believe differently than the church they are making that choice to ban themselves.  If the church has no discipline ruled by God’s Word then it is nothing.  Its words that it says mean nothing.  Indeed—whether we are speaking of individuals or entire congregations—those who go against Christ Word do not love Him.

FAITH


St. John in His second epistle says: Those who do not believe in the Father and the Son are not even to be greeted or welcomed into the church (2 Jn. 1:10).  Which is to say that membership in the church is a matter of faith.  When you are baptized you are given this faith—born into it.  But when you are confirmed in this faith, you are taught it.  You have the power to opt out.  Parents are commanded to teach and instruct their children— not force them to be confirmed.  If you’re in, then you’re in.  That means believe what Jesus says…all that He commanded.  This is why the LORD’s Supper follows baptism.  It is the feeding of your faith.  It is the full confession of all Jesus’ says.  Not your opinion, but the reality of what God says as taught and confessed by your church.  

As Christians we do not speak of our standing before God as a right but as a gift.  Everything we have is a gift.  This great gift of Jesus’ very body and blood is His gift to us for our forgiveness.  That is why we receive, not because of our greatness, but because of our great need of Christ and His continual mercy that He delivers and gives “often.”

It is the Lord who establishes Communion with us as a means of grace—the way in which God forgives His people.  Without His gift, His Word, His Promise, it is no Supper.  Without the faith taught by His Word it is harmful to us.  But with faith in His Word it is Holy Communion with God and with one another.  Because Communion with God is done with the group…the body…the church then we are to receive the same gift with the same faith.  It is His true body and blood because it is His true Word which works true faith in us.  We are His Church, receiving His Supper, for the forgiveness of our sins, according to His Word, and are thus in Holy Communion.  And in this Sacrament (holy gift), through Jesus God makes us holy and grants us Holy Communion with one another.   

THANK OFFERING
The “Thank Offering” is not to replace our regular giving to God, but rather shows special thanks for our many blessings, for example: a special anniversary, a grandchild’s birthday, a graduation, a recovery from difficult times or just that you are happy to be able to still get out of bed in the morning!  Thank Offerings can be 1 time gifts for certain projects for our congregation or can help pay for the reoccurring expenses such as the monthly newsletter mailing, monthly printing expenses, Sunday School materials, white board for the Catechism class or color bulletins are also needed.  These thank offerings are at many different levels of giving.  You can speak with any of the Trustees to help support them in the managing of God’s property and gifts in our congregation.

Trustees: Russell Rosburg, John McCall, Bill Creese 
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The regular Quarterly meetings will take place in October.  On Wednesday, October 12th, Trustee’s will meet at 6:30 p.m., Council will meet at 7:00 p.m., and Endowment Fund will meet at 8:00 p.m. On Thurs., Oct. 13, Elder’s will meet at 8:00 p.m.
The Voter’s meeting will be Sun., October 16th after church in the fellowship hall.
Here’s a few items on the Voter’s Agenda:

· Budget

· Nomination Committee
HISTORY OF ST. PAUL’S
Feb. 6. A special meeting to discuss plans for a 38x64 structure, (later changed to 38x74) at the cost of $12,000.  The old frame church was sold for $600.  The members of the congregation are to dig the basement for the new Church.

Save the Date

March 5, 2017 

 Dedication Anniversary Celebration
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Thank you to Denny and Barb Mordhorst with thanks for donating this month’s flowers. 
Thank you to all that donated flowers in 2016.  Now we would like to start thinking about altar flowers for 2017. The flowers provided will usually last for the entire month.  If you would like to provide flowers for a month in 2017, please contact Barb Mordhorst.  



In the month of October we will be taking donations for the Orphan Grain Train. Boxes will be in the back of the sanctuary.  Please put the clothes in bags.  Thank you for your donations.
LWML SUNDAY

 We will celebrate LWML Sunday on October 2. All members are invited to wear purple.  We will have a noisy collection: monies go toward LWML mites.
MIDWEEK BIBLE CLASS

 Bible Class has been changed to Wednesday mornings at 9:00 a.m.

ALL INVITED
Everyone is invited to Wednesday Evening Prayer at 5:30 p.m. and Catechism Class from 6:00 – 7:00 p.m.

SUNDAY SCHOOL
Thank you to the Sunday School teachers, helpers, parents and kids for a great start to the school year. Attendance is up. Sunday School needs some help with the extra cost.  The cost for a year $650.00

LCW NEWS

The 1:00 PM meeting with 5 members and Pastor Manley attending began with Pastor presenting a video message on the first commandment from the website “Grappling with the text”.


The business meeting was called to order by Pres. Pro Tem Karen McCall.  The secretary’s minutes were read and approved.  The treasurer reported receipts of $322.15 and disbursements of $22.15 with a balance of $1,118.45 on September 14, 2016
.

It was decided to give $25 for our Fall Rally donation on Sept. 15 and to pay $50 for quarterlies.  142 people were served at Mark Lorenzen funeral.  Dar Mohr volunteered to serve “egg” coffee at our October Meeting.


Church Supper: We assigned a temporary date of Feb. 12, 2016.


Karen McCall adjourned the meeting and served lunch.   The next meeting is October 12, 2016.

Secretary Teresa Mordhorst

ALL SAINTS
Join us All Saints Sunday, Nov. 6 for recognition of the faithfully departed in this last year: 

Aileen Meadows, Norman Petersen, Mark Lorenzen.
NEWSLETTER SPONSORS
The newsletter this month is sponsored in honor of cancer patients & their families.  Please contact the office if you’d like to sponsor the newsletter. The cost is $37. 
BRIAN YOUNG PRESENTATION
Brian Young will be at Zion, Denison on October 23, 2016 from 4-6 p.m. and will be followed by a light supper.  The title of his presentation is Homosexuality, Transgender, and the Fall of America.  All are invited. 

BAPTISMAL BIRTHDAYS FOR OCTOBER

    We are listing Baptismal birthdays to remember and celebrate the day we were adopted into the family of God through the washing of the Holy Spirit. Those having Baptismal birthdays in October are:

Sara Purcell











2 

Don Petersen











4

Sandy Bauman-Eldon Teut






6
Liam Gray












7
Duane Mordhorst
-Ethan Jones





9

Karen McCall











10

Dylan Hanson











11

Shirley Gosch-Lynette Thies- Angela Teut

14
Aaron Folk 











18
Darin Wood











21

Dennis Nelson-John Thies-Keegan Bretthauer
24

Grace Manley











25

Alyse Bretthauer-Leona Goslar-George Hull-

Becky Meadows-Mike Ohlmeier





26

Sally Goslar-Charlys Folk







27

Elmer Mordhorst-Shane Sorensen




28

Nisha Hull












31
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“THY STRONG WORD”

‘Thy Strong Word’ is a daily devotion airing at 6:25 a.m. Monday through Saturday on KDSN 107.1FM).  
Oct. 3-8




Rev. Richard Merrill
St. John, C.O.

Oct. 10-15



Rev. Marcus Manley








St. Paul’s, Ute 

Oct. 17-22



Rev. Mark Kluzek











St. John, Kiron
Oct. 24-29



Rev. Kurt Kasier








Zion, Denison 

Oct. 31-Nov. 5


Rev. Richard Merrill
Triple Parish, C.O.
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October 22, 2016 - 1:30 pm - The Denows from Thailand

For more information you can go to http://www.missioncentral.us/ and click on the events.
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